Covenant  Rehab. . 
Simply  The  Best 


Covenant  Medical  Center  sa- 
lutes the  Rehabilitation  Department 
on  their  commendation  by  The 
Commission  on  Accreditation  of 
Rehabilitation  Facilities  (CARF). 

CARF  surveyed  the  department 
in  May  of  1990.  Covenant's  Rehabili- 
tation Center  received  a  three  year 
accreditation  along  with  tremendous 
praise.  Additionally,  the  department 
has  been  granted  a  certification  for 
three  years  for  its  new  Brain  Injury 
Program,  a  program  previously  un- 
available in  this  region.  According  to 
CARF, 

"The  Rehabilitation  Center  of 
Covenant  Medical  Center  is  com- 
mended for  the  comprehensive 
array  of  evaluation,  treatment  and 
training  service  available  for  its 
patients.  The  scope  and  intensity 
of  the  program  is  appropriate  to 
meet  the  needs  of  its  patients. " 

Opened  in  1972,  The  Rehab 
Center  is  the  only  CARF  accredited 
and  medically  certified  comprehen- 
sive inpatient  rehabilitation  program 
in  East  Central  Illinois.  The  center's 
goal  is  to  help  physically  disabled 


Therapists  doing  what  they  do  best 


patients  return  to  independent  living. 
Over  85%  of  the  patients  in 
Covenant's  rehab  program  achieve 
that  goal. 

Like  the  many  other  programs 
Covenant  has  pioneered,  the  rehab 
program  continues  to  be  an  expres- 
sion of  a  commitment  to  the  commu- 
nity that  goes  deeper  than  the  bot- 
tom line.  A  commitment  to  lead  in  ful- 
filling unmet  needs.  A  commitment  to 
go  beyond  the  minimum  require- 
ments and  treat  the  entire  individual. 
Simply,  a  commitment  to  be  the  best. 
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Medical  Center 
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CERTIFIED  BY  THE  AMERICAN  MASSACE  THERAPY  ASSOCIATION 


Pamela  L  Dorsey,  ms.t. 

specializing  In 

•  Swedish  Massage 

•  Neuromuscular 

rmgger  Pointwono 

•  Geriatric  Massage 

•  infant  Massage 
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Scott  "Ran"  Dorsey,  D.M.T. 

specializing  in: 

•  DeepMuscleTherapy 

iPfnmmerTecnniQuei 

•  OrtnoBionomy 

•  Body  Balancing 

•  Sports  Massage 
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McKinley  Family  YMCA 
500  W  Church  St.,  Champaign 

356-7890 


~ BY  APPOINTMENT  ONLY" 
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COMMERCIAL  REAL  ESTATE,  INC. 
BARR  REAL  ESTATE,  INC. 

1710  S.  NEIL 
CHAMPAIGN.  IL  61820 

356-1873 
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THE  CHANCELLOR 


"It  is  in  some  respects  encouraging 

that  the  importance  of 

physical  barriers  is  diminishing" 


Dear  Readers  : 

The  editors  of  this  year's  Sigma  Signs  tell  me  they  will  be  "Rolling  into 
the  '90s,"  and  that  the  students  are  once  again  focusing  on  non-physical 
barriers  in  society.  It  is  in  some  respects  encouraging  that  the  importance  of 
physical  harriers  is  diminishing  as  changing  laws  and  technologies  improve 
access  of  the  disabled  to  public  facilities.  In  our  community,  at  least.  I  belie\  c 
many  of  the  non-physical  barriers  are  dwindling  as  well:  our  disabled  stu- 
dents learn  to  believe  in  their  capacity  for  success;  so  do  the  able-bodied 
students,  faculty  and  staff  who  interact  with  them.  This  is  no  accident  of  fate; 
it  is  the  direct  result  of  the  many  years  we  have  spent  grappling  with  these 
issues  and  learning  from  one  another. 

This  year,  as  I  contemplate  the  future.  I  worry  less  that  this  institution 
and  community  will  fail  to  integrate  the  disabled  than  we  will  be  unable  to 
continue  to  provide  all  of  our  students--able-hodied  and  disabled  alike -with 
the  rich  educational  experience  they  deserve  and  have  come  to  expect.  The 
fiscal  situation  in  Illinois  is  bleak;  there  in  no  question  that  this  University 
faces  some  very  tough  times. 

It  is  my  belief  that  education  is  the  key  to  addressing  mam  of  mtictfs 
problems;  that  is  why  I  have  dedicated  my  professional  life  to  it  D.mJ 
Kearns,  the  chairman  of  Xerox  Corporation,  recently  said  that  "Education 
should  not  compete  with  national  defense,  the  trade  deficit,  drugs  or  AIDS. 
Instead,  think  of  it  as  a  solution  to  those  problems."  I  hope  you  share  his  view, 
and  mine.  And  I  hope  that  as  the  occasion  arises  you  will  remind  your  friends 
and  neighbors  of  the  difference  education  has  made  in  your  Uvea 


Sincerely, 


//(     '    -J->    H        ..  4   i  L 


Motion  \\    Weir 
Chancellor 
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"We  are  currently  serving  twice  as  many 
students  as  less  than  rive  years  ago  ' 
with  essentially 
the  same  staffing  patterns" 


Dear  Alumni  and  Friends, 

I  am  more  than  pleased  to  be  able  to  write  a  few  lines  for  this  issue  of  Sigma 
Signs.  As  with  most  publications,  by  the  time  you  read  this  much  may  have 
changed.  It  is  now  early  March  and  things  are  just  beginning  to  warm  up.  All  I've 
heard  is  that  this  has  not  been  the  "usual"  year  weather-wise.  That,  to  me,  is  an 
understatement.  This  year  has  not  been  an  ordinary  year  for  me  nor  for  the 
Division  of  Rehabilitation  Education  Services  (DRES). 

Perhaps  the  most  often  asked  question  of  me  from  students,  alumni,  and 
friends  has  been  whether  the  DRES  can  sustain  the  quality  and  level  of  services 
that  has  been  the  Division's  hallmark.  I  can  answer  that  the  DRES  is  doing  its  best 
with  the  resources  provided.  We  are  currently  serving  twice  as  many  students  as 
less  than  five  years  ago  with  essentially  the  same  staffing  patterns.  At  the  same 
time,  much  of  the  DRES'  equipment  has  been  in  function  for  some  time.  Replace- 
ment costs  because  of  inflation  and  other  factors  are  much  higher  today.  In  some 
ways  we  have  lost  ground.  But  overall,  I  sincerely  believe  that  the  service  program 
can  stand  up  to  any  in  the  country.  It  does  mean  that  the  DRES  depends  upon 
outside  support  in  the  form  of  contributions  from  alumni  and  friends  to  continue 
this  tradition  of  excellence. 

The  DRES  was  faced  with  some  tough  decisions,  as  was  the  University,  related 
to  "taxes"  or  reallocation  of  resources.  The  flip  side  was  that  the  DRES  was  not  hit 
as  hard  because  it  was  obvious  that  we  are  productive  and  central  to  the  mission 
of  the  University.  The  support  of  alumni  and  friends  will  be  critical  if  we  are  to 
maintain  the  Division's  visibility  both  inside  as  well  as  outside  the  University 
community. 

Some  positive  things  this  year  include  visits  to  the  Rehabilitation  Education 
Center  by  the  Vice  Chancellor  for  Academic  affairs,  Robert  Berdahl,  the  UI  Board 
of  Trustees,  accompanied  by  Chancellor  Weir  and  President  Ikenberry,  and 
Regional  RSA  commissioner  Terry  Conour,  as  well  as  other  members  of  the 
rehabilitation  community.  The  graduate  academic  program  in  rehabilitation 
counseling  and  administration  received  authorization  to  offer  an  extramural 
degree  on  the  DuPage  Campus  outside  of  Chicago. 

(Continued  on  page  6) 
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The  Lincoln  academy  award  winner  for  the  UIUC  was  Jean  Driscoll.  who 
at  the  time  of  the  award  was  a  senior  and  student  athlete  with  a  grade  point 
average  of  4.5,  as  well  as  holder  of  the  current  world  record  time  for  the 
Boston  Marathon.  Jean  is  now  a  student  in  the  Division's  rehabilitation  ad- 
ministration program. 

The  passage  last  year  of  the  Americans  with  Disabilities  act  will  have  an 
impact  on  us.  Barriers  are  being  removed.  Persons  with  disabilities  will 
continue  to  take  their  rightful  place  in  American  society.  More  and  more 
st  uden  ts  wi  th  disabilities  will  choose  to  at  tend  the  U  I.  While  there  is  yet  much 
to  accomplish,  all  of  us  have  our  work  cut  out  in  removing  further  barriers 
including  those  that  exist  in  our  minds. 

I  want  to  thank  those  who  paved  the  way  before  me  here  at  the  DRES-- 
Tim  Nugent,  Joe  Larsen,  and  Warwick  Armstrong,  the  current  staff  and 
faculty,  Dean  Mike  Ellis,  and  my  wife,  Wendy,  for  their  support  during  this 
time.  I  look  forward  to  hearing  and  visiting  with  you  as  our  paths  cross. 

Sincerely, 


Paul  Leung 
Director 


CHAMPAIGN-URBANA 
MASS  TRANSIT  DISTRICT 

ACCESSIBLE  TRANSPORTATION 

EVERY  COMMUNITY  BUS  ROUTE! 
SERVING  THE  ENTIRE  COMMUNITY' 

For  Information  Contact.  The  Rehabilitation-Education  Center 
Or  Call  the  MTD  at  384-8188 

TDD  #384  RIDE 
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EDITORIAL 


II 


BY  BRAD  WHITE 


Rolling  into  the  90's1 


MJ^  s  always,  a  new  year  brings  new  demands  and 
the  opportunity  for  change.  For  those  of  us 
who  have  a  disability  this  new  year  brings  further 
excitement  as  many  architectural  barriers  will  be 
eliminated  and  that  the  supposedly  magnanimous 
Americans  with  Disabilities  Act  was  written  and  passed. 
Unfortunately,  the  expectations  of  the  general  public 
in  regard  to  people  with  disabilities  is  far  too  low.  The 
disabled  community  cannot  let  its  guard  down,  but 
must  continue  to  press  for  attitudinal  changes  and 
much  needed  legislation.  New  challenges  create  op- 
portunities and  we  can  experience  great  things  if  we 
are  willing  to  work  as  a  team.  Disabled  America  is 
like  a  gigantic  boiler.  Once  the  fuse  is  lighted  under 
it,  there  is  no  limit  to  the  power  it  can  generate. 

The  theme  of  this  issue,  "Rolling  into  the  90's"  fo- 
cuses on  changes  regarding  advances  in  transporta- 
tion, housing,  education,  and  job  opportunities  fac- 
ing persons  with  disabilities.  This  issue  also  differs  in 
that  it  does  not  contain  what  we  have  traditionally 
called  "Alumni  briefs."  Instead,  we've  attempted  to 
let  our  Alum  speak  out  on  our  backlog. 

Some  of  you  may  not  agree  with  what  is  presented, 
but  I  hope  you  will  write  and  let  us  know  what  you 
think.  As  editor,  I  hope  that  you  will  find  this  issue 
better  than  any  you've  read  in  the  past. 

In  closing,  I  want  to  wish  all  of  you  the  best  during  this 
coming  year  and  encourage  you  to  prepare  for  new, 
exciting  changes.  As  Winston  Churchhill  once  said, 
"Progress  is  impossible  without  change,  and  those 
who  cannot  change  their  minds  cannot  change  any- 
thing." 

Finally,  I  want  to  thank  all  the  writers,  advisor  Tom 
Jones  and  proofreader  Peggy  Swanson  for  their  pa- 
tience, and  guidance  and  especially  my  roomate,  JYP 
for  his  non-stop  devotion  to  Sigma  Signs. 
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'arle 
Foundation 
Hospital  offers 
comprehensive 
inpatient 
rehabilitation  as 
well  as  a  full 
outpatient  continuum,  including: 

•  Speech  Therapy 

•  Occupational  Therapy 

•  Pain  Clinic 

•  Physical  Therapy 

•  Specialty  Wheelchair  program 

•  Industrial  Rehabilitation 

•  Back  School 

•  Vocational  Rehabilitation 

•  Amputee  Clinic  (last  Wednesday 
of  every  month) 


Certified  by  the  state 
rehabilitation  center. 


Medical  direction 

provided  by 

Candyce  Williams,  MD, 

Physiarnst. 


Ill 


inois  as  a 


Carle  celebrates  the  courage 
and  integrity  of  each  individual's 
quest   for  independence  and 


Carle  Foundation  Hospital 

61 1  West  Park  Street 
UrbanalL  61801 
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Scot  Hollonbeck.  "Hollywood"  as  he  is  called  by  his  friends,  has 
set  his  sights  on  the  1992  Paralympic  team  in  Barcelona.  Spain. 


He  crawls  out  of  bed  just  in 
time  for  that  morning  class. 
After  an  hour  of  listening 
to  the  professor  explain  the 
nuance  of  human  move- 
ment, he  maneuvers  over  to  the  gym 
foraonehour  work-out  in  the  weight 
room.  Then  a  speedy  shower  and  off 
to  another  class  which  is  followed  by 
a  light  lunch,  a  couple  hours  of  study 
and  then  back  into  the  gym  for  a  two 
hour  basketball  practice.  One  more 
class  and  then  back  to  his  house  to  eat 
dinner  and  prepare  the  agenda  for 
tonight's  D.S.O.  meeting.  Then,  he 
gets  a  few  more  hours  of  study  time  in 
the  library  because  he  knows  that 
out-of-town  competition  will  infringe 
on  his  precious  reserve  of  study  time. 
Just  before  going  home  the  pres/ath- 
lete  rolls  over  to  CO.  Daniels  to 
enhance  the  socialization  skills  he 
will  need  to  maintain  his  peak  level  of 
performance. 

This  is  a  way  of  life  for  president. 


student  and  wheelchair  athlete,  Scot 
Hollonbeck.  "Hollywood"  as  he  is 
called  by  his  friends,  has  set  his  sights 
on  the  1992  Paralympic  team  in  Bar- 


The  demanding 

training  and 

business  routine  is 

designed  to 

prepare  him  for  a 

position  on  the 

U.S.  track  team  as 

well  as  community 

leader. 


celona,  Spain. 

Scot  was  the  winner  of  the  1  lJs,J 
Chicago  Marathon,  first  American  in 
the  1990  Boston  Marathon  and  Sec- 
ond in  the  prestigious  French  Five 
Day  Marathon  in  Paris,  France 

Scot,  like  any  solemn  athlete,  paw 


close  attention  to  his  diet,  focusing 
on  healthy  food  that  is  high  in  carbo- 
hydrate and  low  in  fat.  His  finished 
muscular  body  is  proof  that  "you  are 
what  you  eat". 

Scot  has  firmly  established  him- 
self as  one  of  the  elite  long  distance 
racers  among  wheelchair  athletes  in 
Illinois  and  around  the  world. 

Hollonbeck  was  on  his  high  school 
basketball  team  before  he  was  in- 
jured in  a  bic\cle  accident.  Upon  gradu- 
ation from  the  University  of  Illinois 
he  hopes  to  put  his  education  and  his 
experience  to  work  promoting  ath- 
letics for  persons  with  disabilities. 

Both  his  determination  and  ac- 
complishments have  helped  Scot  be- 
come a  role  model  for  man\  of 
the  nation's  younger  wheelchair  ath- 
letes  a 

B .  W. 
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Fighting  Mini 
M  falllo 
Texas-Arlington  60-48 


Capturing  the  1991  National  Intercollegiate  Cham- 
pionship was  not  in  the  books  for  the  once  jugger- 
naut Illini  men's  wheelchair  basketball  team.  The 
four  time  defending  champs  had  an  impressive  season 
considering  they  lost  their  two  leading  scorers  from  the 
1990  championship  team. 

Led  by  the  return  of  two  starters,  the  Illini  struggled 
through  the  regular  season  with  an  8-2  record.  Coach 
Brad  Hedrick  had  the  team  practicing  on  the  court  six 
days  a  week  to  prepare  for  the  Texas-Arlington  team. 

The  relatively  young  team  consisted  of  seven  players: 
Juniors  Scot  Hollonbeck,  and  first  and  second  team  award 
winner  Tony  Iniguez,  filled  the  gaps  left  by  graduation. 
Second  year  players,  Steve  Von  Nordheim  and  Chris  Bill- 
ings added  the  needed  depth  to  the  squad.  First-year 
players  Curtis  Lease,  Brad  White  and  James  Briggs  also 
made  contributions  to  fill  the  losses.  Freshman  Curtis 
Lease,  MVP  runner  up,  Daily  Illini's  "Athlete  of  the 
Week"  and  rebound  record-setter  of  the  tournament  lead 


the  Illini  in  scoring  throughout  the  season. 

During  warmups,  both  teams  began  to  realize  what 
was  needed  to  win  the  National  Championship.  The 
Texas  team,  sporting  blue  dish  rags  on  their  heads  and  lis- 
tening to  "blood  pumping"  music  made  it  apparent  that 
they  would  do  "anything"  to  pysch  the  more  sophisticated 
Illini  team.  The  early  minutes  of  the  game  were  looking 
good  for  the  Illini  as  they  led  10-2.  The  first  half  ended 
with  Texas  leading  32-26.  From  that  point  on  Texas 
dominated  the  pace  of  the  game. 

Despite  the  loss,  Illinois  has  much  to  look  forward  to 
in  it's  future.  "I  thought  we  played  well,"  Hedrick  said. 
"The  best  barometer  of  our  improvement  was  the  South- 
west State  consolation  game.  We  beat  them  66-43  for 
third  place  while  back  in  November  they  beat  us  by  26 
points."  The  Illini  finished  strong  with  a  15-5  record  for 
the  season  after  posting  a  66-20  first  round  victory  over 
Southern  Illinois  and  a  67-21  win  over  Wright  State. 
Supposedly,  all  great  things  must  come  to  an  end  but,  not 
always.  "I  think  we  have  a  good  nucleus  for  next  year,  all 
the  players  demonstrated  a  lot  of  growth,"  Hedrick  said. 

In  retrospect,  it  was  a  fun  season  with  many  highs  and 
few  "puppy  dog"  lows.  Deep  thanks  to  all  the  staff  behind 
the  scenes  who  helped  make  the  season  a  success,  m 

B.W. 


Left.1 990-91  Fighting  Illini "  I  thought  we  played  well".  Right.  Tony  Iniguez  with  the  award  for  third 

place  in  the  National  Intercollegiate  Championship. 
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Way     to     Go! 
Two     in     Sk     Row! 


The  17lh  National  Women's  Wheelchair  Basketball 
Tournament  was  held  April  2  -  6, 1991  at  El  Segundo 
High  School  in  El  Segundo,  CA.  For  the  second 
year  in  a  row,  the  University  of  Illinois  Fighting  Illini 
Women's  Wheelchair  Basketball  Team  won  the  national 
title  under  the  direction  of  Coach  Brad  Hedrick  and 
Assistant  Coach  Marty  Morse. 

This  year,  eight  teams  from  around  the  U.S.  com- 
peted. Tournament  play  was  divided  into  two  pools,  each 
made  up  of  four  teams.  In  Pool  "A,"  the  San  Diego 
Stingrays,  Texas  Heat,  Southern  California  Sunrise  and 
the  Fighting  Illini  competed  against  each  other  while  in 
Pool  "B,"  the  Minnesota  Timbcrwolves,  RIC  (Rehabilita- 
tion Institute  of  Chicago)  Express,  Bay  Area  Meteorites 
and  Wright  State  Lady  Raiders  battled  it  out  amongst 
themselves. 

At  the  end  of  the  week,  the  Minnesota  Timbcrwolves 
had  earned  a  spot  in  one  of  two  crossover  games  with  the 
Southern  California  Sunrise.  The  Fighting  Illini  were  in 
the  second  crossover  game  with  the  Bay  Area  Meteorites. 
The  winners  of  the  crossover  games  would  be  playing  in 
the  National  Championship  game  on  April  6*.  Those  two 
teams  became  the  Fighting  Illini  and  Southern  California 
Sunrise. 

Since  the  Southern  California  Sunrise  were  playing 
"at  Home,"  the  crowd  was  almost  completely  pro-Sunrise. 


anti-Illini.  The  applause  and  cheers  shook  the  gym  every 
time  the  Sunrise  scored  a  basket.  However,  when  the  Illini 
scored,  only  a  handful  of  people  showed  support.  Thank 
goodness  Ronda  Jams'  parents  were  on  hand  as  well  as 
Melinda  Thompsen's  cousins.  Maura  McYann  s  cousins, 
and  Sharon  McCarthy's  sisters,  daughter  and  nephew' 

The  goal  of  the  Illini  throughout  the  tournament  was 
to  elevate  the  game  of  women  s  wheelchair  basketball  to 
a  level  at  which  it  had  never  before  existed  Thc\  won  all 
of  their  games  by  at  least  fourteen  points  and  controlled 
the  championship  game  from  the  time  the  ball  was  tipped 
off.  The  Illini  won  convincingly  with  a  score  of  4s>  -  19 

The  llW  -  Ql  Illinois  pl.ner>  raised  the  level  of  play 
to  new  heights  and  impressed  a  lot  of  people  The  Illini  s 
Sharon  McCarthy  shared  tournament  MAP  honors  with 
the  Sunrise's  Alma  Torres  and  was  also  chosen  to  the  First 
All-Tournament  Team.  Sharon  Hedrick.  too.  was  chosen 
to  the  first  All-Tournament  Team  and  Ann  Cod\  Morns 
and  Jean  Driscoll  were  named  to  the  Second  All-Tourna- 
ment Team.  The  Illini  held  onto  their  championship  title 
for  a  second  time  and  as  for  the  Sunrise  .well. ..the  sun  has 
Set!!!  h 
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Our  Wheelchair  Sports  Program 


"This  university  is  the  home  of  the  top  wheelchair 

sports  program  in  the  United  States, 

if  not  the  world." 


The  University  of  Illinois  is  known  nation-wide  for 
its  strong  academic  programs  and  its  competitive 
sports  teams.  It  has  long  been  among  the  leaders 
in  this  country  in  both  of  these  areas.  The  University  of 
Illinois,  however,  is  not  as  widely  recognized  for  its  wheel- 
chair sports  programs.  This  fact  is  amazing  when  one 
considers  this  university  is  the  home  of  the  top  wheelchair 
sports  program  in  the  United  States,  if  not  the  world. 

To  Lou  Henson,  basketball  is  a  religion. 

To  Lou  Henson,  basketball  is  a  religion.  The  same 
holds  true  for  Brad  Hedrick,  coach  of  the  men's  and 
women's  wheelchair  basketball  teams.  Brad  Hedrick  has 
coached  his  men's  basketball  team  to  three  consecutive 
national  championships  in  the  last  four  years  and  his 
women's  team  currently  holds  the  national  championship 
title.  The  athletes  practice  for  two  hours,  six  to  seven  days 
per  week,  in  addition  to  completing  weight  workouts 
three  times  per  week. 

In  addition  to  basketball,  the  wheelchair  track  and 
road  racing  program  is  (arguably)  the  best  in  the  nation. 
Last  year,  several  American  and  world  records  were  bro- 
ken by  members  of  this  team.  Marty  Morse  is  the  coach  of 


the  track  and  road  team  and  also  plans  and  oversees  the 
strengthening  programs  in  the  weight  room.  Marty  com- 
pleted his  undergraduate  and  graduate  degrees  at  the 
University  of  Illinois  and  has  been  a  coach  at  an  interna- 
tional level  several  times. 

A  third  sport  and  the  newest  wheelchair  sports  craze 
on  campus  is  quad  rugby.  The  team  is  coached  by  Steve 
Truels,  a  graduate  student  in  Rehabilitation  Administra- 
tion, and  has  just  finished  its  second  season  of  play.  The 
team  has  improved  by  leaps  and  bounds  in  the  short  time 
it  has  been  together  and  recently  missed  qualifying  for  the 
national  quad  rugby  championships  by  one  place. 

The  University  of  Illinois  wheelchair  sports  teams  are 
part  of  the  wheelchair  sports  program  which  operates  out 
of  the  Rehabilitation-Education  Center.  Awareness  of 
wheelchair  track,  road  racing,  basketball,  and  quad  rugby 
are  growing  every  year  and  perhaps  some  day,  they  will  be 
noticed  for  their  greatness,  just  like  the  other  University 
of  Illinois  programs,  n 
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One  aspect  of  the  success 

was  the  publicity.  The  local 

media  coverage  of  this  year's 

Wheel- A-  Thon  was  quite  extensive 


is  year  the  13th  annual  Wheel-A-Thon  was 

held  Sunday,  April  21st  on  the  Quad.  The 

purpose  of  Wheel-A-Thon  is  to  promote  disability 

awareness,  but  most  of  all  to  raise  money  for  the  Disabled 

Student  Organization,  the  SCI  Research  Foundation,  and 

the  U  of  I  sport  camp  held  in  July. 

With  a  turn  in  the  weather  from  sunny  and  warm  to 
windy  and  chilly,  the  public  turnout  was  not  as  large  as  last  year. 

One  aspect  of  the  success  was  the  publicity.  The  local  media 
coverage  of  this  year's  Wheel-A-Thon  was  quite  extensive,  with  a  lot  of  help 
coming  from  Ann  Cody-Morris'  and  Jean  Driscoll's  recent  performances  at 
Boston. 

While  fruits  and  juices  were  being  served  at  the  informational  tables,  many 
people  (disabled  and  able-bodied)  were  pushing  the  mile  laps  in  hope  of 
completing  the  maximum  of  26.  Many  people  did. 
With  the  music  provided  by  Eagle  Eye  Sound  blaring  and  Scott  Hollonbeck 
commentating,  the  second  year  of  the  able-bodied  wheelchair  relay  races  was 
the  highlight  of  the  day.  23  teams  entered  this  year.  The  single  elimination 
tournament  of  teams  consisting  of  two  men  and  two  women  was  long  and 
exciting.  The  final  showdown  was  between  "Flippin  Chicken"  and  the 
defending  champions  Phi  Mu.  Phi  Mu  edged  out  a  win  on  the  last  leg  of  the 
race  with  the  help  of  Brent  Ohlinger,  a  sparing  partner  for  the  wheelchair 
basketball  team.  Many  great  prizes  were  awarded  to  the  top  teams. 

Key  thanks  to  the  people  and  sponsors  involved  who  made  Wheel- 
A-Thon  a  success.  Some  include:  Terri  Brewer-Grindley,  Racheal  Rumple 
from  the  Pan  Hellenic  Council,  James  Briggs,  Pat  Cottini,  J  M  Jones, 
Omni  Fitness  Center,  Papa  Dels  Pizza,  Music  By  Eagle  Eye 
Sound,  Dominos  Pizza,  the  envelope  labelers  who  saved  so 
much  money  by  labeling  12,000  envelopes,  and  most  of  all 
Tony  Iniguez,  Chairman,  g 
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Class  Act 


Jean  Driscoll  is  an  outstanding  scholar  and  at 
24  she's  proven  that  she  'v  one  of  the  nation  \ 
greatest  female  wheelchair  competitors  ever. 


It's  not  an  accident  that  Jean  Driscoll's  face  has 
appeared  in  many  national  newspapers,  public 
journals  or  even  the  last  five  issues  of  Sports  "N 
Spokes.  Driscoll  was  born  with  spina  bifida  some 
24  years  ago  and  raised  on  Milwaukee's  Northwest 
side.  She  is  the  second  oldest  of  five  children.  She 
graduated  from  Custer  High  School  in  1984  and  at- 
tended the  UW  -  Milwaukee  for  four  semesters.  She 
transferred  to  the  U  of  I  in  August  of  ST  and  received 
her  B.  A.  in  Speech  Communication  in  December  1990 
with  honors.  In  addition,  she's  begun  her  Masters 
program  in  Rehabilitation  Administration.  Ever  since 
Driscoll  received  her  first  Dean's  listing  ( 1987)  she  has 
managed  to  earn  more  awards  than  anyone  I  know 
(besides  Cliff  Crase.)  Here  is  a  sample  of  her  many 
academic  and  campus  achievements: 

-  George  Huff  Award  1988-91 

-  Dad's  Association  Outstanding  Student  1990 

-  Lincoln  Academy  Student  Laureate  1990 

-  Timothy  J.  Nugent  Award  1990 

-  President  of  Delta  Sigma  Omicron  1989-90 

-  Spina  Bifida  Association  of  America  Outstanding 
Person  of  the  Year  1990 

"/  was  on  a  natural  high  every-  time  I  competed 
because  I  was  one  of  the  quicker  ones  " 

Not  only  is  she  an  outstanding  scholar  but  at  24 
she's  proven  that  she's  one  of  the  nation's  greatest 
female  wheelchair  competitors  ever  At  an  early 
Driscoll  says  she  discovered  she  had  the  talent  to  be  an 
athlete  after  she  joined  a  wheelchair  soccer  team  / 
was  on  a  natural  hi$h  c\a\  time  I  competed  because  I 
was  one  of the  quicker  one*.  Dnscolh,7\  I  \s  an  athletic 
colleague.  I  can  most  BSaraDj  sav  that  she  can  hold 
her  own  against  most  of  her  male  counterparts  When 
vou've  got  l  reputation  for  being  one  of  the  best 
wheelchair  athletes  in  the  nation  that's  not  hype,  it's  ■ 
fact-  people  just  seem  to  expect  an  endless  stream  of 
success  And  for  Driscoll.  that's  what  her  life  livotvu 
around.  Her  achievements  speak  aloud  Driscoll  > 
MB  at  one  time: 


-  Two  time  var>itv  letter  winner  in  track  and  basket 
ball 
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-  Elected  as  MVP  from  1987-90  in  basketball 

-  Second  in  800m  and  3000m  at  Olympic  Festival  in 
1989-90 

-  Second  in  National  10K  Championship  in  1989-90 

-  Winner  and  course  record  holder  of  the  Bloomsday 
12K  in  1989-90 

-  Winner,  course  record  holder  and  world  record  holder 
of  Boston  Marathon  1990-91 

-  Gold  Medal  winner  at  1990  Goodwill  Games  in 
1500m 

-  Gold,  Silver,  and  three  Bronze  medals  at  1988  Para- 
lympic  Games 

Those  are  just  a  few  of  the  accomplishments  Driscoll 
can  claim.  Many  of  Driscoll's  athletic  accomplishments 
have  been  the  result  of  a  vigorous  four  year  training 
program  at  the  U  of  I  led  by  Coaches  Brad  Hedrick  and 
Marty  Morse.  In  all  her  efforts,  she's  probably  the  best 
brownoser  on  the  team,  that's  why  the  coaches  favor  her 
most  (just  kidding  Jean).  Actually,  She 's  been  a  genuine 
leader  to  fellow  students  and  is  a  goal  orientated  person. 
She  has  overcome  a  great  deal  of  adversity  and  epitomizes 
the  term  "overachiever".  She  does  not  set  limitations  for 
herself  and  has  dedicated  her  life  to  helping  others  deal 
with  disabilities.  She  wants  a  career  focused  on  improving 
the  public  perception  of  persons  with  disabilities.  And, 
she  also  wants  to  enhance  the  image  of  wheelchair  sports 
as  complete  athletic  endeavors  instead  of  "acts  of  mo- 
mentous courage".  1  praise  her  efforts  and  hope  that 
someday  we  might  work  together  on  improving  societal 
ignorance.  Driscoll  makes  few  apologies  for  her  athletic 
endeavors:  she  won  some  money  in  road-racing,  she's 


living  in  an  accessible  location,  and  she  loves  to  work. 
Judging  from  her  accomplishments,  one  could  easily  de- 
scribe her  as  a  class  act.   ■ 
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Quad  Rugby 
Weekend  Debacle 


The  Results  of  Illinois  Fighting  mini  Quad  Rugby 

Team  of  Ragged  Destiny  are  as  follows; 

they  won,  we  lost. 


Could  go  on  and  tell  the  scores 
and  stats  but  that  would  be 
missingsomething.  When  it's 
all  over  nobody  ever  seems  to  re- 
member the  really  important  thing... 
It's  not  how  many  games  you  won,  it 
was  the  laughter  you  shared  watching 
an  opponent's  unique  bladder  creche 
method,  it  was  Bo-Ric's  haircut  and 
the  ridicule  that  came  after  it.  It  was 
the  look  on  everyone's  face  when, 
travelling  down  a  lonely  road  some- 
where in  Minnesota,  there  was  to  be 
a  smell  in  the  van  that  would  never 
leave.  My  God  man,  it  was  the  team 
that  meant  something!  I've  watched 
this  team  for  two  years  and  I  can 
confidently  say  it  was  one  of  the  most 
pleasurable  experiences  of  my  life. 
Before  any  of  it  fades,  I'd  like  to  get 
down  on  paper  some  of  these  won- 
derful impressions. 


The  Team 
Mike  Rcmbis 


More  popularly  known  as  "Ba- 
zooka Boy",  Sluggy,  and  "Rumble 
Appendage",  that  kid  was  on  fire! 
I've  never  seen  such  conviction  in  a 
player  so  young.  He  was  always  con- 
centrating, always  theorizing  new 
Quad  Rugby  strategies  and  wrinkles. 
I  remember  once  he  was  theorizing 
so  hard  during  a  game  that  he  forgot 
lo  put  his  uniform  on.  Good  kid 
though.  He  had  an  allergy  for  tele- 
phones, peculiar  in  that  way. 


Kirk  Bonnell 


Known  as  "Kirk"  or  just  plain 
"Bonnell",  he  was  the  only  kid  on  the 
team  I  was  afraid  to  tangle  with.  Strictly 
business  with  Bonnell.  One  of  the 
original  crew,  showed  how  much  you 
can  accomplish  with  a  couple  of  strong 
forearms.  Bonnell  took  classes  in  lead- 
ership and  it  showed.  Captained  the 
team  two  years  running  and  never 
jumped  ship.  Worked  out  everyday, 
always  apologized  after  swearing  at 
you.  Kid  had  guts. 


Pete  Soby 


Occasionally  known  as  "Barry"  to 
his  close  friends,  Pete  never  allowed 
me  to  call  him  that.  He  was  a  good 
kid,  a  player.  Voted  best  1A  by  the 
Milwaukee  Wave  in  the  1990  Mid- 
west regional  tournament.  The  kid 
used  tactics  most  people  never  e\en 
think  of.  One  of  my  fondest  memo- 
ries was  when  he  asked  out  a  woman 
plaver  from  Baylor  while  he  was  pick- 
ing her.  Good  kid,  spent  countless 
hours  of  thankless  labor  fundraisme 
and  providing  a  regional  program 
second  to  none. 

Rocket  Arm 


A.k.a.  "Pat  O'Boyle"  Known  for 
his  flagrant  fouls  involving  holding, 
punching,  clawing,  .mil  scratching 
Rocket  «.!■>  .i  feared  and  often  luted 
opponent.  Held  down  a  graduate  00- 
sition  in  the  Qeotog  department  wfcffe 
psycbologjcnO)  counseling  teammates 
OS  «<//  as  coming  to  practice  even 
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day.    Half-time    scholar,    full-time 
Mother. 


Norm  Lvduch 


Good  kid.  He  never  had  a  nick- 
name, just  a  reputation.  Stole  the 
limelight  from  his  teammates  when 
he  headed  the  4.5  point  "Death 
Lineup"  made  entirely  from  1A  "wun- 
der-weapons*"  (quotes  are  from  Coach 
TrueLs.)  The  hapless  Baltimore  IB 
lineup  made  charge  after  charge... 
The  lynch  Line  held,  the  rest  is  his- 
tory. 

Todd  Caschette 


A.k.a  "Cashy"  or  "Flipper-boy", 
the  kid  was  more  at  home  in  the  water 
than  on  land.  I  saw  him  do  things  with 
a  beachball  you  wouldn't  belit 
Positive  proof  of  the  convergent 
evolution  theory.  Triceps  like  all  get 
out.  Always  had  a  helpful  comment 
(see  Rumble  Appendage,  theon- 

David  Ford 


"Boomer."  Name  stuck  to  him 
like  flypaper.  Veteran  of  the  now  leg- 
endary "Baltimore  Blitz  Death 
Lineup",  earned  the  respect  of  his 
teammates  bv  his  frequent  collisions 
with  the  floor.  Still  in  development, 
this  kid  gives  everyone  hope  and  srh^ws 
potential  of  having  more  than  big 
enough  feet  to  fill  the  shoes  others 
have  left  behind. 

Tim  Schellenberg 


"Shoeless  Tim  Schellenberg" 
Everv  team's  gotta  have  one  Hounded 
and  drivel  by  demons  from  his  past 
and  probably  future,  he  was  the  strang- 
est kid  I  hive  ever  known  He  never 
gave  am  explanation  for  his  behavior 
and  never  wore  MOa  unless  he  w.u 
forced  Saul  something  I'll  never  for- 
get though.  "Man.  50ycars  ago  most 
of  us  would  already  be  dead  from 
complications  Man  don't  vou  get  it } 

ntinued  on  pogt 
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We  have  no  accepted 
niche  in  society  man,  no 
one's  had  any  time  to  ac- 
knowledge the  fact  that  we  ex- 
ist. Today  man...  I  actually  ex- 
isted- for  about  twenty  minutes..." 
He  was  like  that  though,  a  cohe- 
sive and  at  the  same  time  somehow 
completely  destructive  force  of  team 
unity.  Good  kid,  crazy  as  a  loon  though. 

Shawn  Meredith 


Known  to  his  friends  as  simply 
"sheepy"  or  "stick",  Shawn  was  per- 
haps the  most  troubled  member  of 
the  team.  I  remember  spending  long 
hours  listening  to  him  ramble  on  about 
the  rolling  hills  of  his  home  in  Vir- 
ginia. "The  sheep  there  ran  so  thick  it 
looked  as  if  the  ground  were  covered 
in  a  softly  undulating  carpet  of  thick, 
downy  snow..."  He  soon  overcame 
his  homesickness,  however,  and  de 
voted  his  full  energy  towards  self-im 
provement  and  team  leadership. 

Pat  Cottini 


Hot  shot  1C  from  California. 
Known  by  many  names  including 
'Golden  Loaf  and  "Neon- 
Dudecycle".  Good  kid.  Cheeky.  Broke 
his  hand  in  the  middle  of  the  season, 
relegated  to  a  wheelchair  for  the 
duration.  Noted  for  his  skills  of  morale 
upliftment  and  lying  (i.e.  'Good  job 
man"  after  someone  was  jerked  from 
the  game  due  to  frustrated  exhaus- 
tion.) Good  kid,  will  always  be  re- 
membered for  his  distinctive  laugh 
and  Day-Glo  leg  bag. 


Kevin  Sullivan 


Allison  Locey 


"AT  as  she  was  known,  was  a  main- 
stay during  the  season,  sacrificing  her 
job,  social  life,  and  even  homework 
for  the  benefit  of  the  Team.  Sadly  her 
dreams  turned  to  rust  when  she  was 
disqualified  from  the  Midwest  regional 
tournament.  Not  to  be  deterred  by 
such  a  setback,  Al  stayed  on  to  pro- 
vide much  needed  support. 


Greatest  Quad  Rugby 
player  I  have  ever  seen. 
Like  Locey,  disqualified 
from  Regionals.  Rumor 
has  it  that  he  worked  out  too  much. 
Good  kid,  nice  haircut,  crying  shame. 

Coach  Truels 


Empathic-Godhead-Falstaff  fig- 
ure. Second  only  to  Schellenberg  in 
psychological  aberration.  Took  it  upon 
himself  to  understand  and  experience 
the  quad  mind  set  and  in  the  process 
lost  his  footing  with  humanity.  At 
times  brilliant,  at  times  tragic,  Coach 
Truels  always  managed  to  pull  him- 
self up  by  the  proverbial  striped  sus- 
penders and  in  the  process  helped  in- 
dividual teammates  by  his  example. 
Avoracious  patron  of  the  arts,  Truels 
"cultured"  the  team  with  gems  like 
"Killer  Clowns  from  Outer  Space" 
and  "They  Live,"  providing  not  only 
a  source  of  education,  but  one  of  con- 
templation as  well.  Of  all  the  differ- 
ent personalities  on  the  team,  it  is  his 
that  I  will  perhaps  miss  the  most.  For 
below  the  hat,  underneath  the  pais- 
ley-gardenia suspenders,  inside  it  all, 
there  lies  an  obnoxious  quadriplegic 
with  indigestion,  n 

R.  KRAMDEN 


Team  Record  1991 

Overall  record  2  wins  13  losses  (A 

deceptive  ratio) 

Regional  Tournament  2  wins  3  losses. 


Teams  that  went  to  Tampa: 


Minnesota  (1st  place) 
North  Dakota  (2nd) 
Baylor  (3rd) 

Awards: 

Best  1C  Shawn  Meredith  U  of  I 

Best  IB  Brian  Rodefer  (Milwaukee)  and 

Alex  Mc  Clean  (North  Dakota) 

Best  1 A  Brad  Dikkleson  (North  Dakota) 

Sportsman  Rory  Fasnoss  (Minnesota) 


Basketball  Teams 


Men 
Captain  -  Tony  Iniguez 

Most  Improved  Player 

James  Briggs 

Most  Valuable  Player 
Scot  Hollonbeck  &  Tony  Iniguez 


Women 
Captain  -  Ronda  Jarvis 

Most  Improved  Player 

Tiana  Tozer 

Most  Valuable  Player 

Ronda  Jarvis 


DELTA  SIGMA  OMICRON 
OFFICERS 

1991  - 1992 

Brad  White,  President 
Carol  Hertherington,  Vice-President 
Norm  Lyduch,  Treasurer 
Melinda  Thompsen,  Secretary 
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SPORT    &    ATHLETES 


Sports  Awards  1990  &  1991 


Wheelchair  Track  and  Field  -  Men  1990. 


T 


First  Year. 

Christopher  Billings,  Gifford,  IL  -  ALS  Leisure  Studies. 
Kevin  Arthur  Sullivan,  Champaign,  IL  -  ALS  Leisure  Studies. 
Steven  James  Von  Nordheim,  Springfield,  IL  -  ALS  General. 

Second  Year. 

San  Anthony  Hollonbeck,  Rochelle,  IL  -  ALS  Kinesiology  Bioscience. 
Tony  Iniguez,  Aurora,  IL  -  FAA  Art  Education. 

Fourth  Year. 

Kevin  Robert  Orr,  Algonquin,  IL  -  ALS  Therapeutic  Recreation. 


O 

- 


Wheelchair  Track  and  Field  -  Women  1990. 

First  Year. 

Maura  Patricia  McVann,  Alpharetta,  GA  -  LAS  General. 

Second  Year. 

Peggy  Martin,  Shakopcc,  MN  -  ALS  Therapeutic  Recreation. 

Third  Year. 

Jean  Lynn  Driscoll,  Milwaukee,  Wl  -  Rehab.  Adm. 
Ronda  Jo-Jarvis,  Santa  Fe,  NM  -  School  of  Social  Work. 
Ann  Clarke  Walters  -  ALS. 
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Sports  Awards  1990  &  1991 


Wheelchair  Basketball  -  Men  1990  -  91. 


First  Year. 


f 


James  Arthur  Briggs,  Kenner,  LA  -  Engineering  Mechanical. 

Curtis  Ray  Lease,  Jacksonville,  IL  -  CBA  Accountancy. 

Bradley  Scott  White,  Flushing,  MI  -  Secondary  Education  Pre-law. 

Second  Year. 

Christopher  Billings,  Gifford,  IL  -  ALS  Leisure  Studies. 
Stephen  James  Von  Nordheim,  Springfield,  IL  -  ALS  General. 

Third  Year. 

Scot  Anthony  Hollonbeck,  Rochelle,  IL  -  Kinesiology  Bioscience. 
Tony  Iniquez,  Aurora,  IL  -  FAA  Art  Education. 


fl 

Wheelchair  Basketball  -  Women  1990  -  91.  V 


First  Year. 

Tiana  Gwen  Tozer,  Ada,  ID  -  Political  Science. 

Second  Year. 

Maura  Patricia  McVann,  Alpharetta,  GA  -  LAS  General. 

Third  Year. 

Ann  Clarke  Walters,  Bloomfield,  CT  -  ALS  Kinesiology. 

Fourth  Year. 

Jean  Lynn  Driscoll,  Milwaukee,  WI  -  Rehab.  Adm. 
Ronda  Jo-Jarvis,  Santa  Fe,  NM  -  School  of  Social  Work. 
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Job     Conference 

Rolls   into    National    Acclai 


The  purpose  of  the  conference 

was  to  bring  together  business  recruiters 

with  graduating  and  graduated  students  with  disabilities. 


Organizers  of  the  fifth  annual  Job  Placement  Conference  for  College 
Students  with  Disabilities  were  pleasantly  surprised  when  more  than 
300  students,  consultants  and  employers  filled  the  Conference  room  at 
Sangamon  State  University  in  Springfield,  Illinois.  DORS  acting  director  Carl 
Suter  said,  "The  number  of  students  and  recruiters  multiplies  each  year." 

The  purpose  of  the  conference  was  to  bring  together  business  recruiters  with 
graduating  and  graduated  students  with  disabilities.  "The  conference  provides 
employers  an  excellent  opportunity  to  meet  job  applicants  they  might  not  nor- 
mally have  access  to,"  said  John  Kurinsky,  general  manager  of  Joseph  Ryerson 
Co.  of  Milwaukee.  Kurinsky  hired  a  student  he  recruited  at  the  1989  conference. 

The  conference  began  in  the  early  afternoon  with  a  series  of  distinguished 
speakers  from  the  state.  Placement  professionals  gave  seminars  on  topics  such 
as  interviewing,  networking,  resume  writing,  and  employment  rights  regarding 
ADA  laws.  There  were  more  than  30  recruiters  representing  employers  such  ,t- 
IBM,  Marriott,  NASA,  Wcstinghouse,  and  various  state  and  federal  agencies. 

This  conference,  created  by  the  late  Professor  Larsen. 

serves  as  a  model  and  impetus  for  creating  programs 

across  the  nation. 

Joseph  Larsen  founded  the  conference  in  1986  in  the  hopes  of  enabling 
disabled  college  students  better  opportunities  to  land  jobs 

Sandra  Jenkins,  a  Senior  in  social  work  at  Sangamon  State  said,  "It's  ■  great 
opportunity  for  industries  to  learn  about  abilities  of  persons  with  disabilities 

She  was  preparing  for  an  interview  with  the  Illinois  Department  ol  Mental 
Health.  Jean- Yves  Prodi  1.. 1 1  -'tench  student  at  thel'niversityof  Illinois  w  as  vcrv 
impressed  with  what  American  people  do  for  persons  with  disabilities  in  regards 
to  job  placement.  "In  France,  t  his  am  Ictcncc  would  never  exist.  The)  are  behind 
in  eliminating  all  barriers."  Other  I'  of  I  students  such  as  Kirk  Bonnell.  Erid 
Brunick,  Todd  Edge,  Pete  Soby.  Ben  Davidson,  Scot  Hollonbeck.  and  Brad 
White  had  more  general  plans  for  the  day.  Most  of  them  said  thc\  did  not  ha\e 
specific  interviews  lined  up,  but  were  just  attending  the  conferena-  tor  experi- 


ence and  mating  potential  future 
contacts. 

The  keynote  speaker  at  the  eve- 
ning banquet  was  Dr.  David  Yan- 
dergoot.  Research  and  Training 
Institute.  Human  Resources  Cen- 
ter. In  addition  to  employee  recruit- 
ment, seminars,  and  (tench  cuisine, 
the  Joseph  R.  Larsen  Memorial 
award  was  presented.  Thankful  re- 
cipient. James  H.  Collins  of  Deere 
and  Co..  was  acknowledged  for  his 
outstanding  achievements  in  improv- 
ing employment  opportunities  for 
people  with  disabilities  Also  dur- 
ing the  banquet  Tom  Jones,  co- 
founder  of  the  conference  received 
a  surprize  award. 

Mart  Sturgell.  commentator,  pre- 
sented Tom  with  a  plaque  commemo- 
rating his  dedication  and  hard  work 
in  making  the  conference  such  a 
huge  success  over  the  past  five 
yean  pj 

B  W 


Scot  Hollonbeck  and  Amoco. 
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Message 

from 

the  President 

I  his  year's  goals  were  a  mix- 
ture or  hybrid  of  past  Delta  Sigma 
Omicron's  goals.  Using  qualities  that 
have  always  been  with  Delta  Sigma 
Omicron  we  wanted  first  to  establish 
greater  group  unity  and  secondly  cre- 
ate greater  education  of  the  pub- 
lic. The  events  in  this  */\  book  de- 
pict how  our  activi-  A.  LU  t  i  e  s 
achieved    these      MW  goals. 


To  me 
Sigma  Omi- 
a  peren- 
flower. 
year  it 
lavishly  in 
Spring  and 
The  roots 
stem  into  the 
beauties 
are  the  planning 
ticipating  in  the 
fund  raisers,  pub- 
ness  projects,  par- 
events,  and  publi- 
very  deep.  They 
original  bulb  which 
over  forty  years  ago. 
this  bulb  is  the  hard 
times,  successes  and 
which  are  a  part  of  each  service.  These 
basic  qualities  become  installed  into 
the  members  who  want  them. 

With  these  qualities  now  a  part 
of  our  being  I  foresee  the  blossoming 
of  many  Delta  Sigma  Omicron  seed- 
lings wherever  they  may  stop  to  bloom 
in  their  lives,  m 

President 
Scot  Hollonbeck 


P.S.  A  special  thanks  to  Peter  Soby  for  bis  organization, 
energy,  creativity  and  devotion.  And  all  the  members  for 
allowing  me  the  chance  to  participate  in  this  organization. 


Delta 
cron  is 
n  i  a  1 
Each 
blooms 
t  h  e 
Fall, 
that 
visible 
which 
and  par- 
banquets, 
lie  aware- 
ties,  athletic 
cations,  are 
come  from  the 
was  planted 
The  essence  of 
work,  good 
even  failures 


Dear  All, 


I  t's  time  to  say  good-bye,  but  before  I  go  I  must  express  my  deepest 
gratitude  to: 

Tim  Nugent  for  having  the  vision  and  tenacity  to  build  the  finest  program 
for  higher  education  and  athletics  of  its  kind. 

Marty  Morse  for  his  unselfish  devotion  as  a  teacher  and  a  friend  and  for 
believing  in  me. 

Brad  Hedrick  for  his  unwavering  guidance  and  his  loyalty  to  providing 
extraordinary  services  to  student  athletes. 

Joe  Konitzki  for  his  warmth  and  friendliness  and  for  providing  me  with  the 
opportunity  to  attend  the  University  of  Illinois. 

All  my  former  teammates  and  classmates  who  have  filled  my  heart  with 
fond  memories  of  my  'Illinois  Years",  especially  my  current  teammates.  You 
are  all  very  special,  and  you  make  this  program  great.  I  would  like  to  thank 
Sharon  Hedrick ,  especially,  for  being  the  cornerstone  of  women's  athletics  at 
Illinois  and  across  the  country. 

Lastly,  I  want  to  thank  my  husband,  Tom,  for  the  sacrifices  he  has  made  so 
that  my  dreams  could  be  fulfilled.  Illinois  has  given  me  so  much,  so  many  op- 
portunities and  challenges,  but  the  greatest  gift  of  all  was  meeting  my  husband 
Tom. 

It's  time  for  me  to  say  good-bye  to  this  place  I  call  home.  My  spirit  will  never 
leave  here  though,  because  it  lives  on  in  the  hearts  and  minds  of  those  who 
follow.  In  closing  I  would  like  to  leave  you  with  an  Old  Irish  Proverb:  | 


May  the  road  rise  up  to  meet  you, 

May  the  wind  be  always  at  your  back, 

May  the  sun  shine  warm  upon  your  face, 

And  the  rain  fall  soft  upon  your  fields, 

And  until  we  meet  again, 

May  God  hold  you  in  the  palm  of  his  hand. 


SIGMA5^S 


Ann  Cody-Morris 

21 


NEWS 

Alumni  Reunion 
Planned 


The  five-year  alumni  reunion 
for  former  U  of  I  students  with  dis- 
abilities will  be  held  in  the  fall  of 
1992  in  Champaign.  The  event  still 
is  in  the  planning  stage,  but  it  most 
probably  will  be  held  in  conjunc- 
tionwiththeannualDSO  banquet. 

Alums  Glen  and  Sylvia  Bel- 
lows are  co-chairs  of  the  reunion 
and  you  will  be  receiving  specific 
information  from  them  before  the 
end  of  this  year.  The  five-year  re- 
union idea  began  in  1977  and  has 
become  a  very  popular  way  for 
alumni  to  see  old  friends. 

The  weekend  will  be  filled  with 
activities,  including  an  Ulinis  foot- 
ball game  and  a  DSO  awards  ban- 
quet. It  will  also  provide  you  with 
the  chance  to  meet  Paul  Leung,  the 
new  Division  director,  and  get  a 
first-hand  view  of  the  many  new 
activities  and  services  at  the  Reha- 
bilitation-Education Services 
Center,  g 

SEE  YOU  IN  1992! 


Annual    Christmas    Party 
Is   Jolly   Good    Time 


I   he  annual  Christmas  Party  for  Disabled  Children  *as  held  December8at 

'   the  American  Legion  Hall  in  Cham- 
paign. Over  40  children  from  the  Cham- 
paign-Urbana  area  attended.  They  each 
received  a  gift  from  Santa  Claus  (ac- 
companied by  Mrs.  Claus).  Gifts 
were  also  distributed  by  the 
fantasy     characters     from 
McDonald's.  Other  activities 
included   singing   Christmas 
carols,  led  by  members  of  the 
Circle  K  club  from  the  U  of  I 
campus.  Music,  for  entertainment  and 
the  carols,  was  provided  by  the 
jazz  group  Unit  Three.  The  party 
was  hosted  by  the  members  of  Alpha 
Chapter  along  with  members  of  the  Champaign  County  AMBL'CS  club 
Thanks  to  all,  especially  the  AMBUCS  club  for  providing  gifts   g 

BENJAMIN  DAYTDSON 
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Tiana  Tozer  helps  Santa  distribute  gifts 
to  local  area  children. 


Left-  James  Briggs  &  Santa  Claus 
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The  Santa  Claus  Syndrome 

"Dumb  Laws  Will  Not  Help  the  Disabled'. 

How  logical  are  laws  to  protect  the  handicapped? 

In  one  case,  hundreds  of  homeless  New  Yorkers  were  denied  housing  because 

of  "well-intentioned"  regulations. 

Now,  says  Walter  Williams,  businesses  are  the  target  of  the  Santa  Claus  syndrome. 


Let's  get  one  thing  straight.  The  bureaucratic,  tax, 
and  regulatory  night-mare  that  businesses  face  is 
not  the  result  of  evil  people.  It's  worse.  It's  people 
with  good  intentions  and  little  understanding.  At 
the  root  of  the  evil  is  their  vision  of  government  as  Santa 
Claus  -  a  kindly  gent  who  gives  things  away  at  no  cost  to 
anyone. 

The  latest  result  of  this  dumbthink  is  the 
recently  passed  Americans  With  Disabili- 
ties Act  (ADA).  Within  two  years,  firms 
with  25  or  more  employees  must  physi- 
cally modify  their  workplaces  to  accom- 
modate disabled  customers,  employ- 
ees, and  job  applicants.  All  firms, 
regardless  of  size,  must  make 
changes  to  accommodate  handi- 
capped potential  customers. 

The  "handicapped,"  accord- 
ing to  Congress,  are  not  just 
people  who  have  by  some  stroke 
of  fate  lost  the  use  of  senses  or 
limbs.  Congress  also  includes 
those  whose  problems  are 
caused  by  their  voluntary  be- 
havior, such  as  drug  addicts. 

By  what  principle  of  equity 
must  an  employer  build  his  business  around  people  who 
cost  him  money?  Few  employees  can  in  some  sense  do  the 
same  job  as  an  "able"  one. 

A  paraplegic  secretary  might  be  a  fast  typist.  But  a  law 
office  might  need  someone  who  can  also  fetch  a  book 
from  the  shelves,  run  emergency  errands,  or  tidy  an  execu- 
tive's office  for  an  important  meeting.  And  what  about 
safety  in  an  office  building?  Most  city  regulations  prohibit 
the  use  of  elevators  during  a  fire.  I  know  of  no  15-floor 
wheelchair  ramps. 

The  most  insidious  feature  of  the  ADA  is  its  ban  on 
employment  discrimination  against  AIDS  carriers.  The 
official  argument  -  perhaps  the  official  lie  -  is  that  AJDS 
is  spread  only  through  sex,  dirty  hypodermic  needles,  and 
blood  transfusions.  However,  a  strong  case  was  made 


recently  that  a  Florida  woman  contracted  AfDS  getting 
her  teeth  fixed  by  an  infected  dentist.  But  suppose  we 
accept  that  AIDS  can't  be  spread  through  casual  contact. 
The  AIDS  virus  attacks  the  patient's  immune  system, 
making  him  susceptible  to  deadly,  more  contagious  dis- 
eases like  hepatitis  and  tuberculosis.  What  if  an  accident, 
serious  illness,  or  death  can  be  di- 
rectly linked  to  a  businessman's 
employing  people  who  are 
physically  disabled,  addicted  to 
drugs,  or  afflicted  with  AIDS? 
Is  he  liable  for  negligence  law- 
suits, even  if  he  was  simply  comply- 
with  the  law? 
The  American  With  Disabilities  Act  will 
do  much  more  than  raise  cost,  lower  produc- 
,  chase  jobs  overseas,  and  threaten  cus- 
tomer and  employee  safety.  It  will  also  hurt  the 
most  unfortunate  among  us. 
According  to  a  Reason  magazine  survey  of  building 
trade  associations,  "handicapped-access"  requirements 
add  about  $4,000  to  the  cost  of  each  new  apartment.  Is 
that  what  we  need  when  many  people  can't  afford  hous- 


Bureaucratic  Charity 


Mother  Teresa's  Missionaries  of  Charity  bought  two 
dilapidated  buildings  in  New  York's  South  Bronx  and 
spent  $100,000  to  restore  them  and  turn  them  into  home- 
less shelters.  But  New  York's  bureaucrats  told  the  nuns 
that  under  the  City's  handicapped-access  law,  they  were 
forbidden  to  open  the  shelter.  Why?  The  buildings  lacked 
a  $50,000  elevator  to  accommodate  homeless  men  who 
might  be  unable  to  walk.  The  sisters  suggested  that  they 
could  carry  any  such  men  to  the  upper  floors  themselves, 
as  they  do  in  Calcutta.  No  way,  said  the  bureaucrats:  That 
would  insult  the  dignity  of  the  homeless.  So  the  Mission- 
aries of  Charity,  who  couldn't  afford  another  $50,000  for 
the  project,  scrapped  it  -  and  were  forced  to  leave  hun- 
dreds of  homeless  men,  with  their  officially  protected 
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dignity,  sleeping  in  the  street. 

No  one  wants  to  deny  disabled  Americans  meaningful 
lives.  We  simply  don't  need  a  policy  that  makes  everyone 
worse  off  and  destroys  private  incentives  to  help  our 
fellow  man.  |  Walter  E.  Williams 

Reprinted  with  permission  from  Success  "Free  Enterprise"  January/February  1W.  Walter  E 
W'Marm.rmfasorofrrorwmirjalGcr>r&MaionUwvrmty.wiT><tAHltTakallGuUaridSou& 
Africa's  War  Against  Capitalism. 

Student  Laureate  Educational 
Achievement  Award 


Driscoll  Represents  UofI 


The  purpose  of  the  Lincoln  Academy  of  Illinois, 
originally  formed  in  1967,  is  to  honor  living  Illi- 
noisans  who  have  exhibited  outstanding  achieve- 
ment in  various  fields  of  endeavor  such  as  Agriculture, 
Education,  Government,  Social  Service,  and  Medicine 
and  Health. 

The  Annual  Student  Laureate  Educational  Achieve- 
ment Award  of  Si  50  and  a  Lincoln  Medallion  is  made  on 
the  basis  of  a  broad  criteria  for  achievement.  High  grades 
are  not  necessarily  the  primary  consideration  when  se- 
lecting a  candidate,  but  may  be  used  as  one  among  several 
measures  of  achievement.  The  Academy  is  interested  in 
achievement  which  sets  the  student  apart  from  the  aver- 
age individual  who  is  striving  to  obtain  a  Bachelor's 
degree.  Jean  Driscoll  is  a  graduate  student  enrolled  in 
Rehabilitation  Administration.  Her  accomplishments 
arc  most  significant.  She  has  been  involved  with  the 
academic  and  extracurricular  affairs  of  the  campus.  One 
can  read  more  about  her  accomplishments  in  the  feature 
article  in  this  issue  of  Sigma  Signs.   ■ 


Jean  Driscoll  with  Former  Illinois 
Gov.  Thompson  and  wife. 


New  Division  Videotape 
Available  for  Rent  or  Purchase 


The  13-minute  videotape,  "Beyond  the  Barriers," 
the  story  of  the  services  provided  by  the  Division 
of  Rehabilitation  Education  Services  and  first 
produced  in  1987,  has  been  updated  and  is  available  for 
sale  or  rent  to  individuals  or  organizations. 

Also  still  available  is  "Winners,''  the  9-rrunute  vide- 
otape describing  the  outstanding  varsity  sports  and  rec- 
reation programs  for  students  with  disabilities  at  the 
University  of  Illinois. 

For  pricing  and  scheduling  information,  you  may 
contact  the  University  of  Illinois  Film  Center.  1325  S 
Oak  Street,  Champaign,  Illinois.  61820.  ■ 


Float  or  Fly  Away 


Flying  Whee'-s  1       -  •cei 

satisfying  their  clients  for 

twenty-one  years  Vs't  spcc.i   ■ 

in  cusiom  travel  lours  for  the 

physically  handicapped  person. 
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The  Waubonsee  Story 

"Waubonsee  students  are  fortunate  to  receive  their  first 

two  years  of  higher  education  at 

this  outstanding  institution." 


The  Delta  Sigma  Omicron 
Story. 

Waubonsee  Community  Col- 
lege has  had  a  proud  history 
of  services  for  students  with 
disabilities.  The  student  organization, 
Delta  Sigma  Omicron  (DSO)  has  a 
similar  reputation. 

The  Collegiate  Illinois  Associa- 
tion for  the  Deaf  (CIAD)  has  been 
active  on  Waubonsee's  campus  for 
many  years.  When  the  WHIP  and  the 
Learning  Disability  Program  merged 
to  become  DSP,  there  was  a  need  to 
provide  an  organization  that  would 
serve  all  the  students  in  the  program. 
Because  CIAD  membership  was  re- 
stricted to  students  with  a  hearing 
impairment,  learning  disabled  stu- 
dents and  students  with  other  dis- 
abilities were  eliminated.  To  promote 
unity  of  spirit  and  equality  of  service, 
a  search  was  made  for  a  new  organi- 
zation. 

In  November  1990,  with  the  help 
of  DSO,  Inc.  President  Dale  Prochaska, 
the  WCC  Chapter  of  DSO,  Beta  Chap- 
ter, was  established.  One  of  the  goals 
of  DSO  is  to  educate  the  public  about 
disabilities.  Toward  this  goal,  plans 
are  being  made  for  a  disability  aware- 
ness week  in  the  fall.  Other  plans 
include  co-sponsoring  the  Annual 
Youth  Leadership  Convention  and 
an  Annual  Youth  Hearing  Impaired 
Day.  DSO  also  provides  a  support 
group  for  its  membership  offering  a 
safe  environment  to  share  frustra- 
tions and  successes. 

Success  is  well  known  to  our 
membership.  One  student  designed 
the  shirts  for  our  volleyball  team  in 


February  1991.  The  design  received  a 
first  place  trophy.  One  of  our  stu- 
dents was  elected  the  college's  1990- 
1991  student  trustee.  Our  members 
also  have  held  campus-wide  offices 
such  as:  student  senator,  president  of 
Phi  Theta  Kappa.  They  are  also  in- 
volved with  other  campus  organiza- 
tions. 

The  Installation  Ceremony  was 
held  in  the  Dickson  Center  Board 
Room  on  February  22, 1991  with  Tim 
Nugent,  founder  of  DSO;  Scot  Hol- 
lonbeck,  President  of  Alpha  Chap- 
ter; James  Tasic,  Vice  President  of 
DSO  Inc.;  Benjamin  Davidson,  Treas- 
urer of  Alpha  Chapter;  Maura 
McVann,  Secretary  of  Alpha  Chap- 
ter; Melanie  Kaplan,  Alpha  Chapter 
member;  and  Dale  Prochaska,  Presi- 
dent,   Board  of  Directors  of  DSO, 


Inc.  present. 

Academics  are  an  important  part 
of  Waubonsee's  Disabled  Student 
Programs. 

Students  who  attend  a  commu- 
nity college  can  satisfy  their  fresh- 
man and  sophomore  educational  re- 
quirements, equivalent  to  the  first 
two  years  of  study  at  a  senior  institu- 
tion. Transfer  programs  usually  con- 
sist of  general  education  courses, 
courses  in  the  students'  chosen  major 
field  and  elective  courses,  leading  to 
a  bachelor's  degree. 

Fifty-five  percent  of  all  freshman 
students  in  college  attend  a  commu- 
nity college.  Community  college 
enrollments  are  increasing  because 
they  offer  students  an  alternative  to 
enrolling  at  a  senior  institution.  More 
than  30  percent  of  the  undergraduate 
students  now  enrolled  at  four  major 
Illinois  universities  (NIU,  SIU,  WIU, 
ISU)  have  attended  a  community 
college.  State  university  studies  show 
that  the  community  college  transfer 
students  do  as  well,  if  not  better,  aca- 
demically than  students  who  enrolled 
initially  at  a  four-year  school. 

(Continued  on  page  26) 


Starting  lower  left:  Bonnie  Pinnow  -  Interpreter.  Robert  Saker  - 
Associate  Dean  of  DSP  and  Counseling.  Juliann  McLeod-Tutor  Lab 
Coordinator.  Iris  Jorstad  -  Support  Services  Manager.  Sharon  Uylund 
-  Learning  Disabilities  Specialist.  Dr.  John  Suralec  -  President  of  Wau- 
bonsee. Pat  Tomell  -  Interpreter. 
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More  than  30  programs  of  study  are  available  for 
students  at  Waubonsee.  Hearing  impaired  students  who 
graduate  from  Waubonsee  Community  College  transfer 
to  Gallaudet  University,  Washington  D.C,;  California 
State  University  at  Northridgc,  California;  Northern  Illi- 
nois University,  DeKalb,  Illinois;  Illinois  State  Univer- 
sity, Normal,  Illinois;  University  of  Illinois,  Urbana-Cham- 
paign,  Illinois;  and  many  other  four  -  year  schools. 

Recently,  the  American  Association  of  Community 
and  Junior  Colleges  ranked  WCC  in  the  top  five  percent 
of  more  than  1,2(X)  community  colleges  across  the  United 
States.  WCC  currently  holds  the  highest  certification 
offered  by  this  organization. 

In  keeping  with  Waubonsee's  commitment  to  assist 
students  with  special  needs,  theoffice  of  Disabled  Student 
Programs  provides  a  full  range  of  support  services  includ- 
ingcounseling,  interpretingand  note-taking.  Waubonsee 
is  proven  to  be  a  leader  in  programming  for  students  with 
special  needs  and  interpreter  training. 

The  Disabled  Student 
Program  Story. 

The  Disabled  Student  Program  (DSP)  is  a  unique 
program  which  began  on  the  Waubonsee  campus  in  1972 
as  the  Waubonsee.  Hearing  Impaired  Program  (WHIP). 
WHIP  was  developed  to  allow  hearing  impaired  students 
equal  access  in  a  college  setting.  Since  then,  hundreds  of 
deaf  students  have  studied  various  academic  and  voca- 
tional programs  at  Waubonsee.  DSP,  which  now  encom- 
passes WHIP,  coordinates  support  services  for  college 
students  with  special  needs.  DSP  also  provides  support 
services  to  students  with  learning  disabilities,  visual  im- 
pairments and  mobility  impairment. 

Students  "mainstreamed"  into  WCC  programs  com- 
plete their  educational  objectives  with  the  help  of  sup- 
port services,  such  as:  sign  language  interpreting, 
tutoring,  counseling,  assessment,  note-taking,  test 
reading,   reading   for   the   blind   and    many   others. 

Waubonsee's  beautiful  180-acre  campus  location  is 
"home"  to  approximately  7,(XX)studcnts  from  Illinois  and 
the  Midwest.  DSP  is  just  one  of  these  groups.  The  college 
offers  many  activities  and  organizations  in  its  continuing 
effort  to  serve  the  Waubonsee  Community  College  dis- 
trict. 

DSO  is  proud  to  continue  Waubonsee's  heritage  in 
service  to  all  students  with  disabilities  t  tame  and  support 
us,  our  future  is  bright!  _ 


JUL1ANN  McLEOD 


Cloyews  Myles.  2nd  from  left  lighting  candle  as  Pat 
Tomell  (standing)  interpretes  and  Dale  Prochaska 
explains  the  installation  ceremony. 


Founding  father  of  DSO.  Tim  Nugent  watches  as 
Cloyews  Myles.  President  of  Beta  Chapter  (  back  to 
camera)  and  James  Tasic.  Vice  President  of  Alpha 
Chapter  light  candle  for  beginning  of  Beta  Chapter 
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New  Computer  System 

Aids  the  Hearing  Impaired 

In  Both  the  Classroom  and  the  Boardroom 

The  system,  which  is  relatively  inexpensive  and  simple,  uses  a 

personal  computer  and  software 

to  provide  live  notes  of  the  lectures 


PRINCETON,  N.J.  -  Patrick  S.  Bass,  a  deaf  Mer- 
rill Lynch  Financial  Consultant,  utilized  a  new 
technological  system  -  known  as  Computer  As- 
sistant Note-taking  (CAN)  -  through  his  rigor- 
ous indoctrination  here  at  the  firm's  training  center. 

The  system,  which  is  relatively  inexpensive  and  simple, 
uses  a  personal  computer  and  software  to  provide  live 
notes  of  the  lectures.  A 
typist  sits  at  a  PC  keyboard 
and  takes  down  everything 
the  instructor  says.  Bass 
reads  the  words  at  a  nearby 
monitor. 

"It's  a  system  of 

double  confirma- 
tion," Kenneth 
Kilen  of  Merrill 

Lynch  explained. 

"The  hearing  impaired 
person  can  glance  up  to  the 
speaker's  face  and  read  his 
expression,  then  glance  at 
the  monitor  and  see  what 
he  said." 

Kilen,  an  information 
systems  expert  who  shaped 
systems  for  Merrill's  inno- 
vative Cash  Management 
Account,  used  a  series  of 
macros  tailoring  Microsoft 
Word,  a  word  processing 
program,  plus  the  Windows  program  to  fit  Patrick's  needs. 

With  a  single  keystroke,  Bass  can  enlarge  the  fonts  so 
that  the  words  on  his  monitor  jump  from  tiny  print  to 
letters  two  inches  high.  With  another  keystroke,  the  typist 
can  label  the  source  of  words  she's  inputing  "Instructor," 
(in  red)  and  "Audience"  (in  blue),  for  instance. 

At  the  end  of  the  day,  Bass  prints  out  the  day's  lecture 


notes,  which  have  been  stored  on  the  hard  drive. 

"By  the  day's  end,  Pat  Bass  probably 

has  the  best  notes  in  the  entire  class," 

Kilen  observed. 

Christopher  D.  Sullivan,  who  is  also  deaf,  manages 
the  Deaf/Hard  of  Hearing  Investor  Services  program  at 

Merrill  Lynch.  He  asked 
Mr.  Kilen  to  set  up  a  CAN 
system  as  an  economical 
alternative  to  sign  lan- 
guage interpreters  when 
Pat  Bass  was  accepted  for 
training  as  a  Financial 
Consultant.  Sign  language 
interpreters  for  the  three- 
week  training  period 
would  have  cost  approxi- 
mately $10,000.  By  con- 
trast, the  CAN  system 
involved  a  S2.000  one- 
time expense  for  hardware 
and  software,  and  only 
S600  a  week  for  a  typist. 
The  system  was  de- 
vised from  hardware  and 
software  already  in  use  at 
Merrill  Lynch.  Said  Kilen. 
"It's  something  that  can 
easily  be  put  together  in 
the  branch  offices.  Just 
use  a  PC  and  use  a  copy  of 
my  macros." 
Kilen  said  he  experimented  by  using  a  second  moni- 
tor, attached  by  cable  to  the  same  PC,  for  the  typist.  "But 
we  found  that  this  distracted  the  typist  and  slowed  things 
down  because  with  the  monitor  before  her,  she  turned 
into  a  perfectionist,  turning  out  letter-perfect  copy. 

"Pat  doesn't  need  letter-perfect  copy;  he  just  needs  to 
get  the  gist  of  what's  being  said.  Without  a  monitor,  the 
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words  go  in  the  typist's  ears  and  out  her  fingertips  at 
approximately  100  words  per  minute." 

"Not  even  shorthand  is  necessary" 

The  expense  of  using  CAN  amounts  to  the  cost  of  a 
100-words-per-minute  typist,  or  the  average  daily  cost  of 
a  temp,  compared  with  the  higher  costs  of  hiring  a  sign 
language  interpreter.  The  Princeton  Training  Center  sim- 
ply calls  Staff  Builders,  one  of  the  leading  temporary 
personnel  agencies  serving  central  New  Jersey. 

Kilen  said  Merrill  Lynch  deliberately  avoided  employ- 
ing a  special  system  of  note-taking  for  CAN.  "Not  even 
shorthand  is  necessary,"  he  said.  "This  way  anyone  who 
can  type  fast  can  handle  this  assignment." 

"And  for  someone  not  facile  with  lipreading,  the 
system  is  even  more  helpful  because  all  that  the  instructor 
says  is  faithfully  recorded  on  the  monitor  before  him." 

The  CAN  system  works  for  Bass,  who  communicates 
orally  by  reading  lips  and  who  learned  to  read  in  main- 
stream classrooms,  and  thus  has  a  basic  grasp  of  English 
phonetics.  Some  of  the  hearing  impaired  who  communi- 
cate primarily  by  American  Sign  Language  (ASL)  would 
have  difficulty  utilizing  the  CAN  system. 

But  for  those  hearing  impaired  who  can  use  CAN,  it  is 
becoming  the  preferred  way  to  not  only  get  an  education 
but  also  to  do  business. 


The  CAN  system  can  also  benefit  people 
who  have  problems  seeing 

The  CAN  process  vastly  facilitates  effective  paniripa- 
tion  for  the  hearing  impaired  in  business  meetings.  Col- 
leagues often  begin  speaking  slo*  ly  and  clearly  so  that  the 
hearing  impaired  person  can  read  their  lips  and  keep  up. 
But  as  the  meeting  gains  momentum,  people  speed  up. 
look  down  at  their  notes,  and  look  around. 

Under  those  circumstances,  the  hearing  impaired  person 
can  barely  keep  up,  let  alone  participate.  But  with  the 
addition  of  an  unobtrusive  CAN  system,  the  hearing 
impaired  employee  can  stay  in  the  game. 

Kilen  said  the  CAN  system  can  also  benefit  people 
who  have  problems  seeing  because  of  its  big-print  facility 

Essentially,  the  CAN  technique  represents  a  refine- 
ment on  the  technique  involving  note-takers  on  a  key- 
board hooked  up  to  a  projection  display  pad  in  which  the 
notes  appear  on  a  projection  screen  or  blank  wall. 

But  the  CAN  method,  which  confines  the  words  to  a 
PC  monitor,  is  much  less  intrusive  and  helps  integrate  the 
hearing  impaired  person  into  the  action,  g 

Editorj  Note:  Beaux  V.  »ut>onje*  nffen  nxjundn;  Krvices  to  Kufem  MB  fcanaf  m- 
painnentt.  we  included  ihn  feature,  pt^^led  tw  MmiJ  Lynch. 


Mary  Jane  Neer  Scholarship 


The  Mary  Jane  Neer  Scholarship  was  establisted  in 
1967  with  the  objective  of  providing  opportunities  for 
students  with  a  disability  in  attaining  their  academic 
goals.  The  scholarship  is  based  on  past  achievments, 
participation,  promise  of  success,  and  individual  need. 

In  the  past,  the  scholarship  has  been  awarded  to 
students  who  have  demonstrated  academic  merit,  shown 
financial  need,  contributed  their  time  and  talents  to 
University  activities  and  many  other  considerations. 

This  year  Maureen  Burns,  Robert  Chappell.  Ann 
Walters  and  Nadia  Ibrahim  were  the  Mary  Jane  Neer 
Scholarship  recipients,    h 
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A    Leader 

Whose    Deed 

Has    Yet    To    End 


A  highly  motivated  individual  dedicated 
to  accomplishing  goals  and  bringing  good  news  to  all  persons  with  disabilities. 


September  16, 1959  a  passen- 
ger was  injured  in  a  sports- 
car  accident  at  Wadena  Air 
Force  Station,  Minnesota, 
resulting  in  a  cervical  6-7  spinal  cord 
injury  (quadriplegia). 

Meet  Cliff  Crase.  He  is  one  of 
those  adventurous  people  who  seems 
like  they've  done  everything  there  is 
to  do  in  life.  And  by  judging  his  awards, 
honors,  and  other  activities  you  might 
say  this  man  has  lived  enough  for  two 
men.  He  is  referred  to  as  what  some 
call  "Super  gimp  man".  A  highly  mo- 
tivated individual  dedicated  to  ac- 


complishing goals  and  bringing  good 
news  to  all  persons  with  disabilities. 
In  addition,  he  is  able  to  bunny  hop 
boulders  in  a  single  bound  while  sta- 
tionary in  his  wheelchair.  You  may 
not  believe  this,  but  by  the  time  you've 
finished  reading  this  article  you  might 
agree  that  it's  true. 

Before  the  accident,  he  was  a  high 
school  all-star  basketball  player,  and 
served  in  the  U.S.  Air  Force  from 
1956-59  as  a  navigator  stationed  over- 
seas in  North  Africa,  the  Persian  Gulf, 
Azure  Islands,  and  Turkey.  During 


his  service  years  he  was  selected  to  an 
all-star  basketball  team  and  played 
baseball  and  fast-pitch  softball.  Be- 
cause of  his  talented  athletic  back- 
ground he  was  a  potential  superstar 
in  wheelchair  athletics. 

His  wheelchair  sports  career  com- 
menced at  the  U  of  I  in  1964,  when  he 
competed  in  the  National  Wheelchair 
Games  as  a  once  called  "Gizz  Kid" 
until  1967.  As  a  Class  IB  athlete,  he 
won  gold  medals  from  1967-72  in  the 
breast-stroke,  front  freestyle,  and  back- 
stroke. In  addition,  he  held  the  world 


(Continued  on  page  30) 


Cliff  Crase  -  PVA  Publications  Editor  - 
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breast-stroke  record  from  1967-69. 
In  other  words,  he  was  no  pond  slug. 
He  says  his  "most  fun"  gold  medal 
was  won  in  snooker  in  1970  at  the 
Stoke  Games,  "beating  the  bejabers 
out  of  England's  top  snooker  player 
by  pure  dumb  luck."  His  mammoth 
medal  count,  after  hanging  up  the 
sportswhec!s,wasan  impressive  65... 
IX  of  which  were  gold.  He  also  com- 
peted on  U.S.  wheelchair  teams  in 
England,  Canada,  Aastria,  Argentina, 
Jamaica,  Brazil,  Ireland,  Greece,  It- 
aly, and  Switzerland.  While  compet- 
ing for  the  U.S.  wheelchair  swim/track 
team,  he  had  an  audience  with  Pope 
Paul  VI  at  the  Vatican,  and  during 
the  1969  World  Games  in  London, 
he  was  received  by  Queen  Elizabeth 
II  during  the  ceremonies.  These  are 
just  a  few  honors  Crase  can  claim. 
The  list  goes  on,  but  for  the  sake  of 
conserving  paper,  here  is  a  list  of  his 
most  outstanding  awards: 

-  1967  Outstanding  Athlete  Silver 

Cup:  Pam  -  Am  Games  in 
Canada. 

-  1969  National  Athlete  of  the 

Year,  recipient  of  the  PVA  Jack 
Gerhardt  -  Athlete  of  the  Year 
Award. 

-  1973  Inducted  into  NWAA  Hall 

of  Fame,  New  York  City. 

- 1979  Inducted  into  Upper  Michi- 
gan Sports  Hall  of  Fame. 

-  1988  Received  National  Courage 

Award,  Courage  Center,  Min- 
neapolis, MN. 

-  1989  Inducted  into  NWBA  Hall  of 

Fame. 

The  beginning  of  a  new 
era,  Sports  'N  Spokes. 

In  1968  he  settled  in  Phoenix,  Ari- 
zona, working  as  a  stock  market 
analyst.  Then  in  1969,  he  married 
Nancy  Thathcr  from  Wilmette.  Illi- 
nois. They  met  on  the  U  of  1  Quad. 
She  was  a  microbiologist  and  chemist 


Cliff  Crase  with  Nancy,  his  Wife,  and 
Victoria  Anne  Crase,  his  daughter. 


by  trade.  Later  in  1973  they  began 
laying  groundwork  for  Sports  'N 
Spokes,  a  magazine  covering  wheel- 
chair competitive  sports  and  recrea- 
tion (also  known  as  the  wheelchair 
athlete's  Bible.) 

Allow  me  to  present  the  rest  of 
the  story  in  Cliffs  own  words.  "As  a 
competitor,  I  saw  numerous  W.C  ath- 
letes accomplish  fantastic  feats. 
However,  except  for  eyewitnesses,  few 
people  were  aware  of  W.C,  sports; 
exposure  in  the  media  was  very  lim- 
ited, even  among  the  disabled.  The 
Vietnam  vets  were  coming  out  of  rehab 
anxious  for  some  action  in  wheel- 
chair sports;  more  active  men.  women, 
and  juniors  were  wanting  to  be  in- 
volved in  sports;  plus  the  archaic 
standard  (one-size-fits-all)  wheelchairs 
were  on  their  way  out  and  the  timing 
was  right,  so  S'NS  was  launched.  The 
launching  was  inauspicious,  to  say 
the  least,  taking  place  in  our  back 
bedroom,  which  served  as  the  edito- 
rial office.  The  dining  room  table  w  .*•> 
where  the  magazine  was  designed  and 
pasted  up,  and  the  den  became  the 
mail  room,  where  each  issue  was  sacked 
for  delivery  ( in  the  OT  Mustang  con 
vertiblc)  to  the  Post  Office.  The  first 
issue  in  May  of  1975  was  16  paces. 
tWO-COlor,  and  mailed  to  704  paid 
subscribers  at  4  bucks  a  pop.  For  the 
first  few  years  we  lost  money,  but  our 
time  and  effort  were  amplv  rewarded 
In  1978.  I  became  editor  of  Paraple- 
gia News  after  the  unexpected  death 
of  Bob  Webb,  the  long  time  editor. 
The  PN  editorial  office  w.is  moved  to 


Phoenix  and  was  joined  with  the  S'NS 
office.  In  1981.  after  showing  a  profit, 
all  rights  to  S'NS  were  sold  to  PVA 
The  rest  is  history.  S'NS  has  a  circula- 
tion of  10,000,  with  subscribers  in 
more  than  50  countries  PN.  with  a 
circulation  of  24.000.  has  emerged  as 
the  publication  largely  in  the  interest 
of  and  for  the  benefit  of  people  with 
spinal  cord  injury  and  disease,  vet- 
eran and  civilian,  an  example  of 
wheelchair  living  all  over  the  world, 
thanks  to  a  dedicated  and  talented 
staff  of  six." 

Rolling  onward  and  into  the  90's. 
Crase  was  invited  by  President  Bush 
to  join  1 1  other  editors  of  magazines 
with  disabilities  for  an  hour-long 
round-table  interview  concerning  the 
administration's  views  and  policies 
on  disability  issues  across  the  board. 
And  the  latest  event  for  the  Crase's 
was  the  arrival  of  Victoria  Ann  Crase. 
on  May  10.  1900  all  8  pounds.  J 
inches  of  her 

As  I  said,  in  my  opening  state- 
ment, this  man  has  basically  done  it 
all.  From  bunnv  hopping  boulder*  to 
jumping  mountains  in  a  single  leap 
He  continues  10  press  for  improving 
attitudes  of  others  towards  people 
with  disabilities  V  ,i  Vyear  subscriber 
to  S'NS.  I  want  to  personallv  thank 
vou  Cliff  for  bringing  such  positive 
information  to  the  nation  and  en- 
courage vou  to  continue  being  a  role- 
model  for  other  aspiring  people  pj 
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Tom  Jones'  Retirement 


Tom 's  plans  for  retirement  include  working 
part-time  for  a  small  radio  station 


Tom  Jones 


Tom  Jones  will  retire  in  Au- 
gust from  his  post  as  the  As- 
sociate Director  of  the  Divi- 
sion of  Rehabilitation  Education  Serv- 
ices. His  association  with  the  Divi- 
sion and  its  programs,  however,  dates 
back  much  longer  than  that.  Tom 
came  to  the  University  of  Illinois  in 
1955  from  his  hometown  of  Carbon- 
dale.  He  benefited  from  the  services 
of  the  Division's  program  during  his 
time  as  a  student.  As  an  undergradu- 
ate, Tom  was  part  of  a  gold  medal 
team  in  wheelchair  basketball  com- 
petition and  also  participated  in  track. 
He  also  worked  part  time  as  a  disc 
jockey  and  at  Champaign  TV  station 
WCIA  After  receiving  his  Bachelors 
degree  in  Communications,  Tom 
joined  WCIA  full-time,  eventually  be- 
coming Sports  Director. 

During  this  time,  he  also  lectured 


in  the  University's  College  of  Com- 
munications and  earned  a  Master's 
degree  in  Journalism  from  the  Col- 
lege. After  that,  he  worked  in  the 
University's  Office  of  Public  Affairs 
before  joining  the  staff  of  the  Divi- 
sion of  Rehabilitation  Education 
Services  in  1985. 

"They  did  the  best  they 
could  but  the  training  and 
therapy  was  not  as  ad- 
vanced" 

Recently,  Tom  spoke  with  the  staff 
of  Sigma  Signs  about  his  experiences 
with  the  Division  and  its  programs 
over  the  years.  When  asked  about 
the  biggest  change  he  has  witnessed 
over  the  years  in  the  Division,  he 
replied  without  hesitation  that  it  has 
been  the  expansion  of  services  to  the 
students  and  the  creation  of  gradu- 
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ate  degree  programs  in  rehabilitation. 

"all  of  these  changes  have 
helped  the  University" 

As  examples  of  this,  he  cited  the 
improvements  made  in  areas  like 
physical  therapy.  "They  did  the  best 
they  could  but  the  training  and  ther- 
apy was  not  as  advanced,"  he  said. 
Another  area  Tom  mentioned  was 
computer  technology.  This  has  helped 
the  Division's  programs  serve  students 
with  increasingly  severe  levels  of  dis- 
ability. Of  course,  one  of  the  big  changes 
has  been  in  the  area  of  facilities.  In  the 
1950's,  there  was  a  waiting  list  for  ad- 
mission because  of  limits  on  the  num- 
ber of  students  who  could  be  housed 
in  the  Parade  Ground  Units,  the  Divi- 
sion and  its  students'  first  location. 
"Tar-paper  shacks  with  pot-bellied 
stoves...we  were  told  they  would  burn 
down  in  4  minutes  if  they  ever  caught 
fire,"  Tom  recalled.  Today,  every 
University  residence  hall  is  accessible 
to  disabled  students  and  the  Beck- 
with  Living  Center  is  available  as  a 
University  residence  hall  for  disabled 
students  who  need  more  assistance 
with  their  daily  activities.  According 
to  Tom,  all  of  these  changes  have 
helped  the  University's  program 
remain  as  one  of  the  most  advanced  in 
the  country  and  a  model  for  other 
schools  to  follow. 

Here  on  campus,  Tom  has 

served  as  advisor 

to  Sigma  Signs 

While  a  staff  member,  Tom  has 
been  of  great  assistance  to  students  in 
the  Division's  programs.  He  worked 
with  the  late  Dr.  Larsen  to  organize 
the  Job  Conference  for  College  Stu- 
dents with  Disabilities.  This  confer- 
ence, now  in  its  fifth  year,  is  the  only 
one  of  its  kind  in  the  country.  (See  re- 
lated article  on  the  conference.)  He 
also  oversaw  the  production  of  two 
videotapes  about  the  program:  one 
about  the  program  and  services  avail- 
able in  general;  the  other  highlight- 
ing the  wheelchair  sports  programs 
which  have  received  national  recog- 
nition. 

(Continued  on  page  32)       ■*  i 
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Tom  has  worked  to  increase  pub- 
lic awareness  of  the  Division  and  its 
programs  and  services  through  place- 
ment of  stories  in  electronic  and  print 
media.  Related  to  this,  he  has  also 
worked  to  increase  the  Division's  con- 
tacts with  alumni  of  the  program. 
The  goals  have  been  to  enlist  the  help 
of  geographically  dispersed  alumni 
in  recruiting  students  for  the  pro- 
gram from  various  parts  of  the  coun- 
try, and  also  to  increase  the  amount 
of  giving  to  the  Division  by  its  alumni. 
Here  on  campus,  Tom  has  served  as 
advisor  to  Sigma  Signs,  lending  his 
expertise  to  help  get  this  magazine 
published  every  year.  Tom  also  served 
as  advisor  to  the  student  members  of 
Alpha  Chapter  during  the  difficult 
time  after  Dr.  Larsen's  death. 

Tom's  plans  for  retirement  include 
working  part-time  for  a  small  radio 
station  either  in  Champaign-Urbana 
or  elsewhere,  and  devoting  more  time 
to  his  hobbies  and  other  projects. 

"You  really  have  to  give 
something  back." 

Throughout  these  reflections,  Tom 
had  nothing  but  praise  for  the  Divi- 
sion and  its  programs.  "I've  always 
felt  without  this  program  having  been 
here,  my  wife,  who  I  met  here  in  1957, 
and  I  would  not  have  been  able  to  ac- 
complish what  we  have  in  our  ca- 
reers. I  think  it  is  vitally  important 
that  other  persons  with  disabilities 
who  have  received  services  since  1947 
continue  to  support  this  program  so 
that  future  students  will  have  the  same 
opportunities  we  had.  You  really  have 
to  give  something  back." 

The  students  of  Alpha  Chapter 
and  the  staff  of  Sigma  Signs  thank 
Tom  Jones  for  his  efforts  and  assis- 
tance on  this  magazine  and  other  DSO 
activities.  His  talents  will  be  greatly 
missed.  We  wish  him  the  very  best  for 
his  retirement.  ■ 


Master's 

in 

Rehabilitation    Program 


BENJAMIN  DAVIDSON 


Most  of  the  students  in  the  off-campus  program  are  interested  in 

specializing  in  the  counseling  area,  however  some  of  them  are 

interested  in  administrative  coursework. 


A  new  development  this  year  in  the  Master's  Rehabilitation  Program  1* 
the  establishment  of  an  off -campus  program  at  the  College  of  DuPage 
in  Glen  Ellyn,  Illinois.  The  program  is  the  regular  on-campus  pro- 
gram except  it  is  taught  off-campus  using  a  limited  number  of  adjunct  and 
regular  faculty  from  the  UIUC  on-campus  program.  There  are  32  already 
employed  rehabilitation  professionals  in  the  off-campus  program.  The  stu- 
dents take  two  courses  per  semester  on  Friday  afternoon  and  evening  and  Sat- 
urday morning  and  afternoon,  on  alternating  weeks,  throughout  the  semester 
Over  a  course  of  two  years  the  students  will  have  taken  the  minimum  of  10 
graduate  courses  required  by  the  Graduate  College  for  completion  of  the  MS 
in  Rehabilitation. 

Most  of  the  students  in  the  off -campus  program  are  interested  in  special- 
izing in  the  counseling  area,  however  some  of  them  are  interested  in  admin- 
istrative coursework.  M.S.  students  can  supplement  their  program  courses 
taken  on  campus  or  up  to  a  limited  number  of  courses  from  other  graduate 
programs  in  the  Chicago  area. 

The  first  cohort  of  students  will  complete  the  program  in  August,  1  992  and 
it  is  hopeful  that  the  program  will  continue  if  there  is  still  interest  and  need. 
Courses  to  be  taught  in  the  Fall  and  Spring  1991-1992  semester  include 
REHAB  302  -  Medical  Aspects  of  Disabling  Conditions.  RFHAB  401  • 
Rehabilitation  Research,  REHAB  344  -  Adaptive  technologies  and  RFH  \R 
421  -  Rehabilitation  Administration.  The  final  course  will  be  taught  in  the 
Summer  1992  semester  which  is  RFHAB  483  -  Supervised  Experience  in 
Counseling.  This  is  the  internship  program. 

The  establishment  of  this  program  was  requested  by  the  Illinois  Depart- 
ment of  Rehabilitation  Services  (IDORS)  to  help  their  employees  who  were 
working  as  rehabilitation  counselors  but  didn't  have  grounding  in  rehabilita- 
tion theory  and  practice.  After  the  initial  group  of  lf>  students  started  in  the 
Fall  1991,  additional  recruits  were  drawn  from  rehabilitation  facilities,  not- 
for-profit  and  some  for-profit  agencies  in  the  Chicago  area 

Efforts  are  being  made  lo  have  the  off-campus  students  more  connected  to 
the  on-campus  students.  For  example,  a  picnic  is  being  planned  for  this 
summer.  July.  1991,  in  conjunction  with  the  Illinois  Rehabilitation  Ac- 
tion (IRA)  meeting  in  the  Chicago  area  to  bnng  together  ihc  on-campus  and 
off-campus  students,  m 
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Tom  and  Louise  Jones,  accompanied  by  DSO  honorary  life  member  Paul  Luedtke  and 

his  wife  Mary  Ann,  celebrated  their  30th  wedding  anniversary 

with  a  12-day  cruise  to  Alaska. 


Jones   Interviewed 
for   Directorship   of 

"A  funny  thing  happened  to  me  on  the  way  to  retirement." 


»!• 


I   got  a  call  from  Illinois  Governor  Edgar's  office 
asking  me  to  apply  for  the  directorship  of  the  De- 
partment of  Rehabilitation  Services,  a  cabinet- 
level  position  in  this  state.  Actually,  the  call  came 
from  a  friend  who  I  used  to  work  with  during  my  career  in 
commercial  television  in  Champaign.  His  wife  is  one  of 
the  Governor's  chief  aides. 

Since  I  had  plans  to  retire  from  the  University  in 
August  and  since  I  have  had  some  pain  in  my  back  from 
arthritis,  I  thanked  my  friend  for  the  opportunity,  but  told 
him  this  was  not  the  way  I  wanted  to  spend  the  next  four 
years.  However,  as  a  person  who  really  has  trouble  saying 
no  and  after  thirty  minutes  of  getting  my  ego  boosted,  I 
agreed  to  meet  with  the  Governor's  search  committee. 


The  committee,  made  up  of  my  friend's  wife  and  two 
other  career  Illinois  politicians,  met  with  me  in  Spring- 
field early  in  February.  I  explained  to  them  about  my 
arthritis,  my  retirement  plans  and  even  offered  them  the 
names  of  four  other  persons  who  I  thought  would  make 
excellent  directors.  After  about  an  hour,  I  thanked  the 
committee  and  returned  home  feeling  confident  this  would 
be  the  end  of  my  candidacy.  It  was  not  to  be. 

Just  minutes  after  pulling  into  my  driveway,  I  got  a  call 
from  Governor  Edgar's  appointments  secretary,  asking 
me  to  meet  with  the  Governor  in  two  days'  time.  So,  it  was 
back  to  Springfield  for  a  full  hour  with  the  Governor  in  h  is 
palatial  Statchouse  office.  As  we  exchanged  pleasantries, 
he  informed  me  that  he  had  watched  me  on  television 
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while  he  was  a  young  man  in  his 
hometown  of  Charleston,  Illinois.  Talk 
about  making  a  guy  feel  old!!!  Basi- 
cally, I  told  the  Governor  the  same 
things  I  had  told  his  search  commit- 
tee and  indicated  I  didn't  really  feel 
qualified  to  manage  a  department 
with  2200  employees  and  an  annual 
budget  of  233-million  dollars. 

"he  wanted 
a  communicator" 

Also,  I  told  him  I  was  not  going  to 
move  to  Springfield,  so  I  just  didn't 
see  how  I  should  remain  a  candidate. 
To  my  surprise,  he  had  a  response  to 
all  my  concerns  and  when  I  asked  just 
what  he  wanted  of  a  new  director  he 
responded  by  saying  he  wanted  a  com- 
municator. He  wanted  someone  who 
could  effectively  communicate  pro- 
grams and  ideas  to  the  various  groups 
in  Illinois  concerned  with  disability 
issues.  Because  I  had  spent  my  entire 
career  doing  this,  when  I  left  the 
meeting  my  gut  feeling  was  I  would 
be  the  person  selected.  My  wife  and 
several  close  friends  were  excited  for 
me,  while  I  still  couldn't  believe  I  had 
gotten  myself  into  this  position.  What 
about  my  retirement  plans.. ..what 
about  all  that  fishing  I  wanted  to  do... 
what  about  my  desire  to  work  part- 
time  in  a  small  radio  station...what 
about  the  stress  the  job  would  bring 
to  my  arthritic  back?  Needless  to  say, 
my  blood  pressure  immediately  went 
up  ten  points.  I  was  getting  to  be  a 
nervous  wreck. 

A  few  days  later,  I  got  a  call  from 


the  Governor's  Chicago  office,  in- 
forming me  that  I  needed  to  be  inter- 
viewed by  the  law  firm  that  was  hired 
toaskveryembarTassingquestionsof 
candidates  to  make  sure  there  was 
nothing  in  their  backgrounds  that 
would  present  problems  once  ap- 
pointed. The  very  appropriate  name 
for  this  session  is  "the  woodshed  in- 
terview." 

So,  two  days  later  it  was  off  to  Chi- 
cago for  a  meeting  with  a  partner  in 
one  of  the  city's  biggest  law  firms. 
Before  beginning  the  45-minute  ses- 
sion, he  apologized  for  the  questions 
he  was  about  to  ask  and  then  started 
by  inquiring  if  I  had  ever  been  ac- 
cused of  causing  violence  to  my  wife. 

"The  Governor  was  very 

impressed  with  your 

honesty" 


Have  I  ever  used  illegal  drugs.. .do  I 
consume  alcohol.. .do  I  know  anyone 
who  has  ever  been  arrested..do  I  invest 
in  any  companies  doingbusiness  with 
the  state?  After  answering  six  pages 
of  questions,  the  lawyer  informed  me 
I  had  passed  the  test  and  there  was  no 
reason,  in  his  mind,  that  I  could  not 
be  appointed  to  the  director's  posi- 
tion. By  now,  I  had  resigned  myself  to 
the  fact  that  all  my  plans  for  retire- 
ment would  be  put  on  hold. 

Because  everything  up  to  this  point 
had  been  rush-rush,  any  day  I  fully 
expected  to  receive  a  call  from  the 
Governor  himself,  informing  me  of 
his  decision  in  mv  favor.  Three  weeks 


passed,  it  was  now  mid-March  and 
my  blood  pressure  continued  to  esca- 
late. Then,  the  call  came. 

The  Governor  was  very  impressed 
with  your  honesty  about  your  back 
problems  and  he  is  very  concerned 
that  if  he  placed  you  in  the  job  your 
health  would  suffer.  So.  he  has  de- 
cided to  appoint  someone  else  as  the 
director  of  the  Department  of  Reha- 
bilitation Services.  We  thank  you  for 
your  participation  in  the  interview- 
ing process  and  we  wish  you  the  best 
of  luck  in  your  retirement."  was  what 
the  caller  told  me.  So.  that  evening, 
my  wife  and  I  celebrated  with  the 
bottle  of  champagne  I  had  ready  to 
consume  no  matter  what  the  decision 
because  there  really  was  no  way  I 
could  lose.  If  appointed.  I  would  put 
all  plans  on  hold,  hope  that  my  back 
did  not  get  worse  and  work  on  pro- 
viding the  best  possible  leadership  to 
persons  with  disabilities  in  Illinois.  If 
someone  else  was  selected,  I  could 
follow  through  with  the  more  relaxed 
lifestyle  that  I  had  been  looking  for- 
ward to  for  over  a  year. 

I  was  asked  to  write  this  piece  so 
our  readers  could  get  an  idea  about 
the  selection  process  involved  in  pick- 
ing cabinet-level  officers  in  state 
government.  It  was  a  thrill  and  an 
honor  to  be  asked  and  a  gTeat  relief, 
for  me  anywa\.  not  to  he  chosen. 

And.  oh  yes.  my  blood  pressure  is 
back  to  normal.  ■ 


You've  been  t.ilkim;.  We  \c  been  listening. 

MARINE  BANK 

CHAMPAIGN  • 

RP  "ER 

I RRvnv • 
40S  NORTH  BROADWAY 


34 


SKMXSO^ftS 


D.S.O.     AWARDS 


nnual      Banquet 


Approximately  80  students,  parents,  alumni  and  staff 

attended  the  event,  which  featured  the  annual 

Harold  Scharper  Awards. 


It  was  Homecoming  at  the 
University  and  spirits   were 
high  as  the  Illini  scored  an  im- 
portant gridiron  victory  over 
Michigan  State  and  the  41st  Annual  > 
Delta  Sigma  Omicron  Awards  Ban- 
quet was  held  at  the  Chancellor  Hotel. 

Harold  Scharper  was  the  first  para- 
plegic to  attend  the  University  of  Illi- 
nois. Following  his  death  in  1950,  the 
members  of  D.S.O.  and  friends  es- 
tablished the  Harold  Scharper  Serv- 
ice and  Achievement  Awards  in  his 
memory. 

These  awards  commemorate  the 
tremendous  role  Scharper  played  in 
the  early  development  of  the  reha- 
bilitation program  at  the  University 
and  the  opportunity  which  now  exists 
on  the  campus  for  the  education  of 
persons  with  disabilities. 

The  1990  Scharper  Achievement 
Awards  were  presented  to  Glen  L. 
Bellows  and  Fred  W.  Springe.  The 
Scharper  Service  Award  was  given  to 


Benjamin  Davidson.  D.S.O.  Honor- 
ary Lifetime  Memberships,  given  to 
individuals  who  have  made  tremen- 
dous contributions  to  the  program 
over  the  years,  were  presented  to  Mary 
Jane  Neer  and  Dr.  Walter  Petersen. 

The  T.J.  Nugent  Award,  estab- 
lished by  students  to  honor  the  founder 
and  director  emeritus  of  the  Division 
of  Rehabilitation  Education  Services 
at  the  University  of  Illinois,  was  given 
to  Jean  Driscoll. 


ACHIEVEMENT  AWARD 
WINNER 

GLEN  L.  BELLOWS 

ACHIEVEMENT  AWARD 
WINNER 

FRED  W.  SPRINGE 

SERVICE  AWARD 
WINNER 

N.  BENJAMIN 
DAVIDSON 

HONORARY  LIFETIME 
MEMBERSHIP 

MARY  JANE  NEER 


HONORARY  LIFETIME 
MEMBERSHIP 

DR.  WALTER 

PETERSEN 

T.J.  NUGENT  AWARD 
JEAN  DRISCOLL 


The  1991  D.S.O.  Banquet  will  be 
held  on  Friday  October  18th,  at  the 
Chancellor  Hotel.  Make  your  plans 
now  to  attend,  g 

TOM  JONES 


American  Limb  and  Orthopedic 
ojVLrbana,  Inc. 


MAIN  OFFICE 
806  W.  UNIVERSITY  AVE. 
URBANA,  ILLINOIS  61801 

217/367-9771 


BRANCH  OFFICE 

415  N.  MAIN  ST. 

DECATUR,  ILLINOIS  62523 

217/429-6656 


Prosthetic  Orthotic  Services 
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Handicapped  in  the  Sciences 

"As  we  move  into  the  21st  century,  we  are  finally  beginning  to  realize  that 
people  with  disabilities  can  function  in  any  environment  and  make  a  signifi- 
cant contribution  to  the  world  in  which  they  find  themselves.' 


Though  my  training  many  years 
ago  was  in  entomology,  I  cur- 
rently serve  as  director  of  a 
rehabilitation  education  program.  In 
that  capacity,  I  am  deeply  concerned 
by  many  of  the  problems  that  face  all 
disabled  individuals.  My  major  con- 
cern is  attitudinal  barriers  in  the  minds 
of  people,  barriers  that  allow  more 
than  60%  of  a  viable  work  force  in 
America  to  be  unemployed. 

Having  served  as  head  of  the  De- 
partment of  Entomology  at  the  Uni- 
versity of  Illinois  for  5  years  and  sub- 
sequently as  Director  of  the  School 
of  Life  Sciences  for  1 1  Vi  years,  I  had 
many  opportunities  to  work  with 
individuals  with  disabilities.  For  some 
14  years,  I  also  worked  with  the  Na- 
tional Science  Foundation  and  AAAS 
in  the  development  of  programs  for 
young  men  and  women  with  disabili- 
ties to  enter  the  field  of  science.  It  has 
taken  us  a  long  time  to  understand 
the  potential  of  the  disabled  and  to 
give  them  the  opportunity  to  func- 
tion in  society.  In  the  Ancient  World, 
Spartans  and  others  killed  their  physi- 
cally imperfect  citizens.  This  was  done 
because  of  superstition  and  the  press- 
ing need  of  group  survival.  A  physi- 
cally disabled  person  was  a  risk  to  the 
safety  and  economic  well-being  of 
the  group.  In  the  Middle  Ages,  soci- 
ety didn't  do  a  great  deal  more.  The 
disabled  became  objects  of  ridicule 
and  jesting;  they  were  often  the  court 
jesters  in  medieval  society.  During 
the  Renaissance,  there  was  an  aware- 
ness of  the  problem.  The  physically 
disabled  were  at  least  recognized;  how 
ever,  they  were  often  confined  to  asy- 
lums and  little  was  done  to  allow 
them  to  reach  their  potential.  By  the 
18th  century,  there  was  some  organ- 
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ized  social  interest  in  the  welfare  of 
disabled  citizens.  It  came  in  the  form 
of  custodial  care.  The  first  real  effort 
was  the  establishment  of  an  institu- 
tion in  Orbe,  Switzerland,  in  1780.  It 
was  not  until  the  19th  century  that 
any  effort  was  made  to  educate  people 
with  disabilities.  The  first  home  to 
offer  care  and  educational  facilities 
for  the  disabled  was  opened  in  Mu- 
nich in  1820. 

"Since  then,  thousands  of 
disabled  persons  have  be- 
come useful" 

After  this,  many  public  and  pri- 
vate schools  for  the  handicapped 
sprang  up  not  only  in  Europe  but  also 
in  the  United  States.  In  the  20th  cen- 
tury came  the  realization  that  care 
and  education  were  not  enough  -  that 
society  must  prepare  the  disabled  to 
become  self-supporting.  Probably  the 
most  significant  event  was  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  vocational  rehabilita- 
tion program  in  1920.  Since  then, 
thousands  of  disabled  persons  have 
become  useful,  productive  citizens  of 
their  communities.  As  we  move  into 
the  21st  century,  we  are  finally  begin- 
ning to  realize  that  people  with  dis- 
abilities can  function  in  any  environ- 
ment and  make  a  significant  contri- 
bution to  the  world  in  which  they  find 
themselves.  One  of  the  finest  cxampk* 
that  I  can  use  tonight  is  our  past 
president  of  the  Entomological  Sot  I 
cty  of  America,  Stanley  Bock,  who  is 
physically  disabled,  but  who  not  only 
distinguished  himself  as  president  of 
this  organization  but  also  as  an  oui 
standing  scientist 

It  is  critical  for  vou  to  realize  that 


disabled  people  represent  a  signifi- 
cant portion  of  the  population.  Dur- 
ing the  years  between  1974  and  1984. 
the  U.S.  Department  of  Transporta- 
tion did  a  survey  in  which  they  noted 
that  the  able-bodied  population  in- 
creased at  a  rate  of  approximately 
10%,  while  the  disabled  population 
increased  at  a  rate  of  38^.  Those  are 
startling  figures  and  demand  an  ex- 
planation. The  reasons  are  fairly 
obvious.  They  include  the  develop- 
ment of  better  medicine,  improved 
ways  to  deal  with  congenital  or  ge- 
netic problems,  better  medical  care 
for  those  who  have  experienced  trau- 
matic injury,  and  new  technological 
advances  that  ha\-e  enabled  us  to  keep 
alive  people  who  might  have  died. 

"We  now  have  more  time 
to  do  damage  to  our  bod- 
ies, and  we  do 
an  outstanding  job." 

Another  reason  that  is  perhaps 
startling  but  nevertheless  real  is  inju- 
ries due  in  part  to  our  increased  lei- 
sure time  and  more  emphasis  on 
physical  activity.  We  now  have  more 
time  to  do  damage  to  our  bodies,  and 
Wt  do  .in  outstanding  job  1  recall  in 
my  first  year  as  Director  of  Rehabili- 
tation at  Illinois  that,  of  the  M  stu- 
dents in  the  Beckwith  Living  Center. 
14  were  there  ■  I  result  of  diving  or 
swimming  accidents  li  is  essential  to 
realize  how  easj  it  is  for  us  to  damage 
our  bodies  and  bring  about  situations 
that  render  healths '  people  disabled, 
limiting  their  future  KxMl 
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"My  major  concern  is  attitudinal  barriers  in  the  minds  of  people" 

Joseph  R.  Larsen 
1928  - 1989 
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Joseph  R.  Larsen 

"Well,  the  world  is  ripe  with  stories  of  people  who  simply 

didn't  understand" 


It  is  most  important  for  you  as  ento- 
mologists, teachers,  and  scholars  to 
recognize  your  responsibility  for  al- 
lowing individuals  with  disabling  con- 
ditions to  have  the  opportunity  to 
pursue  careers  and  make  significant 
contributions  in  the  field  of  entomol- 
ogy. One  of  the  greatest  dangers  wc 
have  is  making  up  people's  minds  for 
them.  My  own  experiences  as  a  young 
student  with  a  broken  neck  come  to 
mind.  I  was  constantly  reminded  by 
others  that  it  would  really  be  great  for 
me  to  do  certain  things,  but  that  I 
couldn't  do  other  things  in  a  wheel- 
chair. These  people  really  didn't  know 
what  I  could  or  couldn't  do  in  a  wheel 
chair;  their  advice  was  based  on  as- 
sumptions about  what  I  could  not  do. 
The  assumptions  were  erroneous.  The 
longer  I  work  with  people  with  dis- 
abilities, the  more  I  come  to  realize 
that  they  can  do  anything  they  desire 
if  the  opportunities  are  provided  and 
barriers  arc  removed.  Most  of  the 
physical  barriers  in  the  environment 
arc  gradually  being  eroded.  Things 
are  much  better  than  they  were  35 
years  ago.  there  are  curb-cuts  on 
university  campuses  and  in  cities;  then- 
are  cars  with  hand-controls;  build- 
ings have  ramps;  and  doors,  bath- 
rooms, and  elevators  have  been  engi- 
neered so  that  they  can  be  accessed  bj 
handicapped  individuals. 

However,  H  has  not  always  been 
thus.  In  my  own  situation,  and  please 


forgive  me  for  using  a  personal  expe- 
rience, but  sometimes  they  are  the 
closest,  I  recall  having  gone  through 
my  period  of  rehabilitation  and  re- 
turning to  Johns  Hopkins  as  a  gradu- 
ate student  where  I  had  been  accepted 
before  I  broke  my  neck.  They  had 
never  had  a  person  in  a  wheelchair 
completing  a  Ph.D.  at  the  School  of 
Hygiene  and  Public  Health,  and  I  had 
never  been  in  a  wheelchair  before.  So 
we  had  a  great  deal  of  learning  to  do! 
Perhaps  some  of  it  can  be  exempli- 
fied by  an  experience  I  had  with  a 
professor  of  physiology  who  is  now 
deceased.  He  called  me  into  his  office 
before  classes  were  to  start  and  said: 

"Larsen,  I  don't  give  a 

damn  if  your  are  in  a 

wheelchair." 

"I  expect  you  to  do  everything  that 
everybody  else  in  this  class  does  b 
that  clear?  (Yes,  Sir,  that's  ven.  dear.) 
I  don't  expect  to  make  special  conces- 
sions for  you  and  the  responsibility  to 
oner  all  the  material  and  complete 
the  assignments  is  yours  " 

I  suspect  he  couldn't  have  done 
me  a  nicer  favor.  Yes.  he  irritated  me. 
1  set  nn  jaw  and  was  determined  never 
to  ask  foi  an)  special  favors  regard- 
less ol  the  conditions  i~h.it  afternoon 
I  went  to  the  Phystologv  1  abofatoiy, 
which  was  a  regular  dog  lab.  1  could 
have  gone  underneath  the  bench  with 


my  wheelchair  much  easier  than  I 
could  have  gotten  up  to  the  table. 
That  night  I  brought  a  fellow  gradu- 
ate student  back  to  the  lab;  we  turned 
the  table  over  and  cut  18  inches  off 
each  leg  of  the  bench.  Two  days  later 
we  were  dissecting  our  first  dog.  I  will 
never  forget  that  professor  coming 
into  the  laboratory,  stopping  at  our 
table  and  saying.  What  the  hell  is 
going  on  here?"  I  said  to  him  with 
equal  fervor.  "You  take  care  of  your 
respoasibilities  and.  as  you  suggested, 
I'll  take  care  of  mine."  He  never  said 
another  word  and  frankly  I  think  the 
people  in  our  group  enjoyed  their 
physiology  much  better  because  they 
got  to  do  it  all  sitting  down 

Entomology  is  a  diverse 
science  and  there  are 
many  things  within  this 
field  in  which  people  with 
disabilities  can  work  and 
make  significant  contribu- 
tions. 


Well,  the  world  is  ripe  with  stories 
of  people  who  simplv  didn't  under- 
stand. I  recall  when  coming  to  Balti- 
more to  reenter  graduate  school,  I 
needed  a  driver's  license  I  was  told  at 
the  time  that  they  were  reluctant  in 
the  State  of  Maryland  to  give  driver's 
licence  to  people  who  drove  with  their 
hands  or  onlv  with  the  use  of  hand- 
controls  I  pointed  out  that  there  must 
be  someone  I  could  talk  to.  1  had  to 
have  access  to  mv  automobile 

1  was  invited  back  a  week  later  to 
sit  before  a  special  panel  chaired  bv  a 
fine  old  gentleman,  an  MP  bv  trade, 
and  one  who  was  |ust  noi  vcrv  famil- 
iar wuh  people  with  disabilities.  He 
said.  I  suppose  \ou  rct\  on  the  strength 
in  \our  arms  to  drive  " 

"Yes.  sir ." 

Wc  asked.  Dovou  have  anv  kind 
ol  sircngth  M  all  in  vour  upper  ev 
iremities '" 

1  s.nd.  "I  think  I  have  sufficient 
strength." 

He  laid,  "Well.  I'll  |ust  come  and 
Check  it."  1  k  got  up  and  walked  amund 
ihe  table  Mind  vou.  this  was  m  .\ 
point  in  the  meeting  where  I  had 


38 


sn;\iA5'V^ 


mmmaim 


MEMORY 


been  allowed  to  cool  my  heels  for  an 
hour-and-a-half  while  I  waited  for 
that  board  to  have  dinner  -  which 
didn't  exactly  leave  me  in  the  most 
pleasant  of  moods. 

He  said,  "Squeeze  my 
right  hand." 

I  took  his  right  hand,  gave  it  about 
ten  thousand  pounds  of  pressure,  but 
he  was  right  handed  and  managed  to 
sustain  life  fairly  well. 

But  then  came  the  coup  de  grace. 
He  said,  "I  suppose  being  right  handed, 
your  left  hand  is  not  as  strong." 

I  said,  "That's  probably  true."  He 
said,  "Well,  let  me  see  how  much 
strength  you  have  in  your  left  hand." 

I  looked  forward  to  this  with  great 
enthusiasm.  I  took  his  left  hand  and  I 
gave  it  all  the  power  I  had  and  I  assure 
you  that  my  left  hand  is  as  strong  as 
my  right  hand.  I  rolled  and  cracked 
and  popped  his  knuckles,  and  I  de- 
cided when  the  handshake  was  ended. 
As  he  extracted  his  limp  hand  from 
mine  and  plunged  it  into  his  pocket, 
I  could  see  him  desperately  trying  to 
massage  life  back  into  his  hand. 

I  have  found  in  my  working  with 
disabled  students  over  the  past  years 
that  the  biggest  problem  is  lack  of 
understanding.  That  doctor  simply 
made  my  decision  for  me  before  I  had 
an  opportunity  to  demonstrate  my 
capabilities.  You  cannot  make  up 
people's  minds  for  them  as  to  what 
they  can  or  cannot  do.  I  firmly  believe 
that  every  young  man  and  woman 
who  desires  to  go  into  entomology  as 
a  scientist  has  every  right  to  be  given 
free  rein  in  making  their  own  deci- 
sions. Entomology  is  a  diverse  sci- 
ence and  there  are  many  areas  within 
this  field  in  which  people  with  dis- 
abilities can  work  and  make  signifi- 
cant contributions.  I  doubt  very  much 
that  I  would  be  interested  in  doing 
field  work  again.  However,  with  all  of 
the  vehicles  that  have  been  designed 
and  are  now  available  for  people  with 
disabilities,  I  cannot  honestly  say  that 
someone  with  a  severe  disability  should 
be  inhibited  from  getting  into  the 
field  and  accomplishing  any  kind  of 
research  they  have  a  desire  to  do.  Wc 


have  recently 
developed  a 
program  in  re- 
habilitation en- 
gineering at  the 
University  of  Il- 
linois, and  I 
have  come  to 
the  conclusion  that 
anyone  who  has  a  desire  to 
accomplish  anything  can  do  so,  given 
the  proper  engineering  skills  to  help, 
some  ingenuity,  and  the  knowledge 
of  what  they  want  to  do. 

This  brings  me  to  the  next  point 
and  that  is  that  you  must  rely  heavily 
on  people  with  disabilities  to  help 
you  understand. 

They  know  their  expecta- 
tions and  their  limitations 

They  understand  their  disability. 
Don't  try  to  do  it  for  them.  Let  them 
do  what  they  can  and  then  tell  you 
what  their  needs  are. 

As  a  graduate  student,  I  was  in  the 
middle  of  some  experimentation  in 
the  laboratory  and  needed  a  bottle  of 
sulfuric  acid.  At  Hopkins  we  have  an 
open  stock  room.  I  went  into  the 
stock  room;  the  sulfuric  acid  was  stored 
about  five  or  six  shelves  up.  Impos- 
sible for  me  to  reach,  I  took  the  arm 
off  my  chair,  reached  the  critical  point 
of  gravity  taking  over,  I  simply  gave  it 
a  shove  and  caught  it  in  my  arm. 
About  the  time  it  left  the  shelf,  I 
heard  behind  me  a  great  gasp.  Fortu- 
nately it  didn't  alter  my  ability  to 
catch.  When  I  turned  around  to  see 
who  was  on  the  verge  of  death,  I  saw 
one  of  my  former  professors,  who 
said,  "My  God,  Joe,  whatever  you 
need  let  me  know  and  I'll  get  it  for 
you!" 

Well,  probably  pulling  five-pound 
bottles  of  sulfuric  acid  off  the  sixth 
shelf  in  the  stock  room  is  not  the  wis- 
est thing  to  do.  But  no  one  was  around. 
I  needed  the  acid.  Again,  you  have  to 
rely  on  the  individuals  with  the  dis- 
ability to  determine  what  they  can 
and  cannot  do.  I  implore  you,  don't 
make  up  their  minds  for  them;  don't 
tell  them  that  because  of  their  dis- 
ability they  couldn't  possibly  func- 


tion 
a  laboratory,  or 
anywhere  else. 
As  I  worked  with  the  Na- 
tional Science  Foundation  and  the 
AAAS  in  trying  to  break  down  the 
mentality  that  exists  in  society  that 
people  with  disabilities  cannot  work 
in  laboratories,  we  were  constantly 
confronted  with  the  predetermined 
mind  set  of  individuals  who  said  that 
young  disabled  children  in  grade  school 
and  high  school  should  eliminate  from 
their  hopes  and  aspirations  any 
thought  of  going  into  science.  The 
real  barriers  today  are  still  the  attitu- 
dinal  barriers.  Oh,  sometimes  you 
have  to  make  modifications.  Some- 
times you  have  to  cut  18  inches  off  a 
laboratory  table.  AAAS  has  devel- 
oped a  book  called  Able  scientists  - 
Disabled  Persons  or  Careers  in  Sci- 
ence by  S.  Phyllis  Steamer  (1984).  I 
encourage  you  to  get  a  copy  of  it  and 
read  it.  It  is  about  28  scientists  from 
varying  areas  of  biological  and  physi- 
cal science  who  have  shared  their  ex- 
periences as  people  with  disabilities 
and  some  of  the  barriers  and  frustra- 
tions they  faced  going  into  their  own 
area  of  research. 

Examples  of  the  kinds  of  barriers 
that  can  be  put  in  front  of  people  are 
those  that  were  experienced  by  John 
Gavin,  a  molecular  biologist  and 
Director  of  Research  for  the  Cutter 
Laboratories,  Berkeley,  Calif.  It  took 
John  almost  three  years  of  constant 
searching  after  his  decision  to  return 
to  school  to  find  a  supportive  univer- 
sity that  would  admit  him  to  com- 
plete his  Ph.D.  At  the  time  he  sub- 
mitted applications  to  various  gradu- 
ate schools,  he  already  had  more  pro- 
fessional publications  than  some  of 
the  tenured  professors  in  the  institu- 
tions rejecting  him.  However,  he  fi- 
nally found  an  understanding  men- 
tality at  Rutgers  University,  where  he 
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was  accepted 
into  the  Depart- 
ment of  Bacteri- 
ology. This  is  just  one  example  of 
many.  I  give  you  John  Gavin's  ex- 
ample to  point  out  clearly  that  the 
most  serious  barriers  that  face  you 
sitting  out  there  in  the  audience  are 
the  attitudinal  barriers  -  the  people 
who  feel  that  an  individual  with  a  dis- 
ability cannot  pursue  a  degree  in  sci- 
ence. 

The  world  of  science  is 
now  filled  with  good  role 
models  and  many  peers 

When  we  visited  high  school  and 
university  laboratories  all  over  the 
country  and  showed  them  ways  to 
make  very  simple  modification,  the 
faculties  were  constantly  amazed.  They 
realized  that  they  had  built  up  per- 
sonal biases  that  undoubtedly  elimi- 
nated many  people  who  had  a  strong 
desire  to  enter  the  field  of  science 
from  doing  so,  thus  preventing  them 
from  making  significant  contributions. 
When  I  graduated  from  the  Johns 
Hopkins  University  and  completed  a 
post  doctorate  the  University  of  Pcnn 
sylvania.with  Vincent  Dcthicr.  1  fell 
that  I  was  ready  for  any  job  in  the 
country.  I  have  a  file  at  home  (we  CM 
laugh  at  it  now,  but  then  it  was  pretty 
serious  business);  1  applied  to  more 
than  150  universities  and  college'-  la 
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the  United  States  and  was  told  con- 
sistently that  I  looked  great  on  paper 
but  that  because  I  was  in  a 
wheelchair  I  simply  could 

I         not  function  at  their  insti- 
tution. 
I  am  delighted  that 
entomology  has  organ- 
ized this  meeting  and 
that  you  are  willing  to 
take  a  look  at  the 
M^S~     subject  of  "Bring- 
1^       \    ing  Human  di- 
/  \     versity  into  the 

\     Mainstream 
\    ofEntomol- 

m         >w  °gy"  You 

^      ht^^k  have  h.id  for 

many  years 
some  excel- 
lent role 
models  in  entomol- 
-  people  with  disabilities, 
including  our  former  president.  The 
world  of  science  is  now  filled  with 
good  role  models  and  many  peers.  I 
encourage  you  to  go  back  with  a  per- 
sonal determination  to  see  that  indi- 
viduals with  disabilities  have  an  op- 
portunity to  function  in  any  branch  of 
entomology.  Let  them  pursue  the 
career  that  they  feel  they  are  capable 
of  doing.  Let  them  make  significant 
contributions.  By  all  means  don't  make 
up  their  minds  for  them. 

In  closing,  I  will  leave  you  with  a 
philosophy  I  have.  It  is  ability  that 
counts  in  life,  not  disability.  I  think 
there  are  two  key  phrases  that  will 
help  you  if  you  have  the  opportunity 
and  the  privilege  of  working  with 
someone  with  disability.  Those  two 
key  phrases  are  self-adaptation  and 
adaptation  of  the  environment.  In- 
sist that  individuals  make  all  the  self- 
adaptation  they  can.  let  them  sur%e\ 
the  environment,  and  let  them  ac- 
complish as  much  as  they  can  on  their 
own.  When  they  have  reached  the 
hmitsof  their  capability  and  need  the 
environment  to  be  adapted  to  enable 
them  to  function  with  their  disabling 
condition,  then  you  modify  the  en\i 
ronment.  Most  adaptaiions  of  the  en 
vironment  can  be  made  simph  and 
Without  major  out  ■ 
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Like    A    Bird 

Maybe,  I  am  in  the  hand  of  God  who  leads  my 
way,  showing  me  the  beauty  of  the  earth. 


The  wind  caresses  my  skin  and 
my  hair,  imitating  the  move- 
ment of  a  flag  blown  by  strong 
wind.  The  moistness  of  the  clouds 
refresh  my  spirit  that  is  very  high  in 
the  sky  at  14,000  Feet.  Nobody  can 
reach  me.  How  wonderful  it  is  to  be 
like  a  bird. 

I  see  myself  as  an 
eagle  with  a  very 
deep  vision,  with  the 
sensation  of  moving 
my  wings  to  turn  and 
go  in  the  direction 
want.  I  feel  free.  It  is  not 
paradise  but  it  is  not  very  far 
from  it.  I  am  between  death  and  life 
with  nothing  to  support  me.  Maybe,  I 
am  in  the  hand  of  God  who  leads  my 
way,  showing  me  the  beauty  of  the 
earth. 

I  am  so  high  in  the  sky  that  the  ho- 
rizon is  no  longer  a  line,  but  a  curve 
forming  a  circle.  All  around  the  curve, 
the  blue  color  of  the  sky  is  shown  by  a 
faint  graduation  of  blue  colors  from 
smalt,  sky  blue,  cobalt  blue,  to  Prus- 
sian blue.  The  earth  looks  so  different 
from  the  sky.  Mountains,  rivers,  seas, 


villages  are  all  in  one  view,  better  than 
a  big  screen  in  a  big  theater.  Floating 
through  three  dimensions,  I  want  to 
reach  out  and  touch  the  world  below 

Pouching  through  the  air,  my  arm 
acts  like  a  bird  wing.   Carefully,  I 
move  my  hand  to  the  right. 
Doing  this  fast  I  could 
turn   just 


like     a 
merry-go- 
round.  There- 
fore, I  change  my  di- 
rection in  slow  motion  to     go       to- 
wards my  destination. 

The  more  I  lose  altitude,  the  more 
I  feel  the  different  temperatures  on 
my  face  from  where  I  jumped.  It  was 
cold  when  I  jumped,  but  now  I  feel  the 
warm  caress  of  the  air.  Also,  the  smell 
of  the  air  and  the  smell  of  the  clouds 


are  like  mint  candy.  Sometimes,  when 
the  sky  is  filled  with  grey  clouds,  the 
air  smells  like  damp  cotton. 

I  was  flying  so  fast,  240 
miles  per  hour 

Because  I  do  not  have  the  same 
feeling  as  birds,  I  suddenly  feel  a  very 
strong  pressure  of  the  blood  flowing 
from  my  brain  to  my  legs.  What  hap- 
pened? Oh  I  know,  I  was  flying 
so    fast,  ^        240  miles  per 

hour,  that 
when  I 
opened  the 
parachute 
my  flying 
speed  became 
zero  miles  per 
hour  for  three  brief 
seconds.  This  transfor- 
mation does  not  make  me 
any  more  an  eagle  who  was 
flying  in  the  high  altitude,  but  a 
little  bird  returning  to  his  nest. 
The  noise  of  the  wind  in  the  para- 
chute cloth  reminds  me  of  the  wind 
during  fall,  when  the  branches  with 
foliage  move  so  rapidly.  It  makes  a 
little  noise  that  you  cannot  forget.  Fi- 
nally by  manipulating  my  new  wing, 
colored  -  red  -  yellow  -  blue  -  violet  - 
green  and  black,  I  land  very  softly  on 
the  earth  to  rest  myself,  but  I  long  to 
jump  again  and  rejoin  my  spirit  in  the 
clouds.    | 

JEAN- YVES  PRODEL 

Editors'  note:  JYP  uses  mechanical  wheelchair  device  and 
has  Muscular  Dystrophy. 
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We  will  make  every  effort  to  make  sure  that  your  special  needs  and  requirements 
are  met  to  make  your  trip  as  trouble-free  as  possible. 

We  are  happy  to  deliver  your  ticket  to  you.  Just  give  us  a  call  at 
either  of  our  Champaign  locations. 

DOWNTOWN  OFFICE  CAMPUS  OFFICE 

308  SOUTH  NEIL  STREET  707  SOUTH  SIXTH  STREET 

PHONE  (217)  352-1982  ^- -^  PHONE  (217)  344-4000 
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1991  GRADUATES 


AUGUST  1990 


Bodnar,  Stephen  FAA 

Kent,  Barbara  Grad 

McDaniel,  John  LAS 


B.F.A     Painting 
MSW     Social  Work 
A.B.       Rhetoric 


JANUARY  1991 

Driscoll,  Jean 

Jones,  Larry 

Krumke,  Wendy 

Leeds,  Virginia 

Martin,  Peggy 

Rudny,  Daniel  I'npr 

Schellcnberg,  Timothy     LAS 

Schmid,  John  LAS 

Spangler,  David  CBA 

VanMesscl,  John  LAS 

Scheduled  to  graduate  1991 

Davidson,  Benjamin 
Gordon,  Sarah 
Samidc,  Krista 
Speaker,  Richard 
Walters,  Ann 
Barber,  Bonnie 
Cody-Morris,  Ann 
Johnson, John  R. 


LAS  AB. 
Engr  B.S. 
LAS  B.S. 
So.  Wk.  B.S. 
ALS       B.S. 

B.S. 

AB. 

AB. 

B.S. 

AB. 


Speech  Communication 
Civil  Engineering 
Speech  &  Hearing 
Social  Work 
Leisure  Studies 
Computer  Science 
Rhetoric 
Economics 
Accountancy 
Political  Science 
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FALL  SEMESTER  1991 


Honors       Dean  s  List 

Balls,  Gregon 
Bucheleres.  Michael 

Burnick.  Eric 
Calvert  Elizabeth 
Chappell.  Robert 

Elledge.  Stacv 

Fcddersen.  Stuart 

Holland.  Marsha 

Humphrey.  Craig 

Ibrahim.  Nadu 

Kinney.  Jeffrey 

Lock-wtxxl.  John 

Mdntosch.  Rosalyn 

Phipps.  Kim 

Reem.  Daniel 

Rembis.  Michael 

Samidc,  Krista 

Schmitt.  Peter 

Swan,  Jill 

Tcnhouse.  Lisa 

^  (.-.vclmann.  Michelle 


SCHOLARSHIP    1990    -    1991  | 

Students  with  disabilities  receiving  scholarships 


College  of  Agriculture 

Kevin  Haas 

Angela  Daniels 

Shawn  Mayo 


College  of  Applied  Life  Studies 

Peggy  Martin 
Scot  Hollonbeck 


College  of  Commerce 

& 

Business  Administration 

Staci  Knopoff 
William  Galivan 
Beryl  Neurman 
Norman  Lyduch 

Engineering 

Gregory  Balls 
John  Lockwood 


accent 


on  people  who  happen 
to  have  a  disability 


College  of  Education 

Brad  White 

College  of  Fine  &  Applied  Arts 

Keith  Barnhart 

College  of  Liberal  Arts  &  Sciences 

Jill  Swan 

Amy  Takashima 

Jeffrey  Kinney 

Daniel  Reem 

Lisa  Tenhouse 

Anatasia  Derouin 

Patrick  Cottini 

Ronald  VanCamp 

Kurt  White 

Joseph  R.  Larsen  Memorial  Scholarships 


Ann  Walters 

David  Mohnen 

Craig  Humphrey 

Patrick  Cottini 

Rosalyn  Mclntosch 


•  Accent  On  Living  Magazine 

•  Accent  On  Information 

•  Accent  Special  Publications 

Write  Now  For  Information 

V4\  V  V  I    u\.      PO  Box  700,  Bloommgton,  IL  61702 


Chatlos  Foundation 

Sail  Hollonbeck 
Judith  Ravencroft 
Jean  Driscoll 
Peggy  Martin 
Chad  Lobdell 
John  Mulloy 
Eric  Burnick 
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Office  of  Director 

Paul  Leung,  Director 

Thomas  L.  Jones,  Assoc.  Director 

Brad  Hedrick,  Asst.  Director,  Services 

Chrisann  Schiro-Geist,  Asst.  Director,  Academic  Programs 

Dan  L.  Elam,  Accountant  II,  Business  Office 

Nancy  Mansfield,  Administrative  Secretary 


Faculty 

Jocelyn  Armstrong,  Asst.  Professor 

Gregory  Garske,  Asst.  Professor 

Anne  Hart,  Visiting  Lecturer 

Bradley  Hedrick,  Asst.  Professor 

Paul  Leung,  Professor 

Janet  Macomber,  Visiting  Asst.  Professor 

Marty  Morse,  Teaching  Assoc. 

Chrisann  Schiro-Geist,  Assoc.  Professor  and 

Graduate  Studies  Director 
Paul  Reinert,  Academic  Professional 
Mark  Strauss,  Asst.  Professor 
Sarah  Weaver,  Asst.  Professor 


Adjunct  Faculty  /  Service  StafT 

Marlene  Adrian,  Professor 

Gerald  Bell,  Asst.  Professor 

Whitson  Daily,  DDS 

Robert  Henderson,  Professor 

Kennedy  Hill,  Professor 

Manssour  Moeinzadeh,  Assoc.  Professor 

Frank  Rusch,  Professor 

Robert  Sprague,  Professor 

John  Trach,  Visiting  Asst.  Professor 

John  Trimble,  Assoc.  Professor 


Secretaries 

Terri  Brewer-Grindley,  Marion  Carter,  Janet  Fredrick.  Wanda 
Grindley,  Phyllis  Jones,  Tammy  Nichols.  Nancy  Shunk. 
Margaret  Swanson 

Illinois  Department  of  Rehabilitation  Services 

Robert  Galbreath,  Rehabilitation  Counselor 
Helen  Shepeard,  Rehabilitation  CVi^c  Worker 


Service  Staff 


Jocelyn  Armstrong,  Library 

Cherry  Bottenberg,  Nurse  Manager,  Beckwith  Living  Center 

Ellen  Bowie,  Maid,  Beckwith  Living  Center 

Gail  Broadie,  Physical  Therapist  (McKinley  Health  Center) 

Dr.  Edward  Butler,  Physiatrist 

Ralph  Cook,  Equipment  Specialist  III,  Shop 

Robert  Corum,  Transportation  Operator 

Fred  Divan,  Transportation  Operator 

Suzanne  Gewe,  Supervising  Nurse 

Barbara  Harmon,  Transportation  Operator 

Anne  Hart,  Supervisor,  Physical  Therapy  &  Functional  Training 

Bradley  N.  Hedrick,  Supervisor,  Recreation  &  Athletics 

Brad  Henderson,  Machinist,  Rehabilitation  Engineering 

John  Kamradt,  Supervisor,  Facilities  &  Equipment 

Janet  Macomber,  Visiting  Lecturer,  Counseling 

Marty  Morse,  Recreation  &  Athletics 

Jung  Park,  Staff  Nurse,  Beckwith  Living  Center 

Paul  Reinert,  Supervisor,  Services  for  Sensory  Impaired 

Andrea  Reitmcicr,  Maid,  Beckwith  Living  Center 

Chrisann  Schiro-Geist,  Supervisor.  Counseling 

Ruth  Sinclair,  Studio  Director,  Recording  for  the  Blind.  Ulini  Branch 

Boyd  Smith,  Head  Transportation  Operator 

Mark  Strauss,  Rehabilitation  Engineering 


Emeriti  Faculty 

Charles  D.  Elmer 
Joseph  F.  Konit/ki 
Frank  D.  Maglione 
Timothy  J.  Nugent 
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SIGMA     SIGNS     OBITUARIES 


Youth  Coach,  Gold  Medalist. 
Wayne  Henry  Broeren  dies  at  age  58. 


Known  to  all  his  many  friends  as  Gig ,  he  passed  away  March  26, 1991 , 
in  Fort  Myers,  Florida  Gig  graduated  from  Tiskilwa,  Wisconsin,  High 
School  and  attended  the  University  of  Illinois  for  three  years.  He  was  an 
All- American  wheelchair  basketball  player  with  the  Gizz  Kids  in  the  early 
1950s,  a  member  of  the  1952-53  National  Championship  team,  and  earned 
gold  medals  in  archery  and  basketball  in  the  Paralympics  in  Rome  in  1960. 
He  was  also  an  organizer  and  player  for  the  Champaign-Urbana  Black 
Knights  wheelchair  basketball  team.  Gig  is  survived  by  wife  Cecile,  sons 
Stuart  and  Tim,  daughter  Rachel,  seven  grandchildren,  a  brother,  his 
mother  and  grandmother. 


Phyllis  Goren, 
graduated  in  1972  with  a  MSW. 


She  passed  away  on  May  21, 1990. 


Jay  C  Gustafson 
deceased  November,  11  1990 


Jay  is  survived  by  parents  Clyde  &  Janet  Gustafson,  two  brothers 

and  a  sister. 

Jay  lived  in  San  Diego  at  the  time  of  his  death. 

"Much  love  to  you  all  and  God  bless  you,"  Jay's  mother. 


siom^ipts 
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THE    FRIENDS    OF    SIGMA    SIGNS 


Eugene  &  Tiora  Plante 

1225  Perrysville  Rd. 

Danville  IL  6 1832 

Phillip  &  Holly  Mirell 

1924  Barberry  Ci. 
Champaign  IL  61820 

Rodney  &  Norine  Vliegcr 
520  6th  Street  NW 
Altoona  IA  50009 

Charles  &  Kathleen  Chapman 

1400LowcrlincSt. 

New  Orleans  LA  701 18 

David  S.  Mundy 

1450  Washington  Blvd.  #510N 

Stamford  CT  06902 

Randolph  W.  Axt 

802-  17th  Ave.  E. 

Superior  WI  54880-3466 

Joseph  Arcese 

8612  E.  Kettle  Ci. 

EnglewoodCO80112 

Marshall  &  Bertha  Wall 
3305  Ovcrbrook  Dr. 
Lexington  KY  40502 

Patricia  M.  Kulak 

953  Spring  Rd. 
Elmhursi  II ,60126 

Charles  R.  Doty  Jr. 

2(X)  Charing  Cross  Dr. 

Matthews  NC  28105 


Richard  Gassmann 

86  Jahn  Dr. 
Gahanna  OH  43230 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Mark  E.  Goldhaber 
8013  WavendonCt. 

Raleigh  NC  27815 

M.M.  Wuensh 

333  E.  Ontario 

Chicago  IL  60611 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Richard  H.  Piech 
1024  Warner  Ave. 
Lemon  t  IL  60439 

J.  H.  Morton 

522  E.  Broadway 

Princeton  IN  47670 

John  O'Neill 

3794  Budd  St. 

San  Diego  CA  921 11 

Vincent  &  Frances  Caputo 

5504  Fairway 
Crestwood  IL  60445  -  1328 

David  &  Valerie  Collins 

31307  Hickory  Hollow  Rd. 

Watcrford  WI  53185 

Alice  M.  Sporar 

1 767  Longwood  Dr. 

Mayfield  Hts.  OH  44124 

Robert  Sjostrom 

1 1 16  S.  Elmwood  Ave. 

Oak  Park  IL  603IU 


Michael  &  Susan  Pollack 

10447  Ruffner  St. 
Granada  Hills  CA  ^1344 

George  &  Judy  Caddy 
212  W.  Windsor  Axe 
Alexandria  VA  22301 


Barbara  Surbcr 

4608  Sylvan  Oak  Dr. 

Dayton  OH  454> 

Mrv  George  Frock 
6609  Jamaica  CL 
Austin  T\  78731 


Richard  &  Marjory  Kaloupek 

1620  Broad  St. 

Grinnell  IA50112 

Lynn  &.  Maria  Arbeen 

719  Clinton  PI. 
River  Forest  IL  60305 

Julia  &  Richard  Kommers 

2109  Lang  Dr. 

Crofton  MD21114 

Gary  Paul  Oswalt 

4755  W.  165th  St. 

Lawndale  CA  90260 

David  &  Regina  Stanger 

818  Partridge  Ln. 
Mt.  Prospect  IL  60056 

Alice  Smith  Coleman 

907  Kiamensi  Rd 
Wilmington  DE  19804 

Charles  &.  Dons  Linster 

900  Twisted  Oak  Ln 
Buffalo  Grove  IL  60089 

Donald  &  Marda  Seifferth 

220  Southbrook  Dr. 

Dayton  OH  4545^ 

Stuart  Pelt7 

2  Shawmut  St. 

Worcester  ma  01609 

Richard  &  Evelyn  Moor 

1 205  Evsex  Dr. 

Wellington  FL  33414 
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THE    FRIENDS    OF    SIGMA    SIGNS 


Steven  H.  Gerdes 

1111  Hermann  Dr.  No.  IE 

Houston  TX  77004 

Raymon  &  Linda  Whitney 

15832  Terrace  Dr. 

Oak  Forest  IL  60452 

D.  Michael  Hibbs 

1416  B  Ave. 
Vinton  IA  52349 

Donald  &  Geraldine  Swift 

1308  Weathervane 

Champaign  IL  61821 

Bill  &  Charlene  Deloach 

2895  Young  Ave. 

Memphis  TN  381 11 

Brian  Giessing 
9161  Wrenwood  Ln. 
St  Louis  MO  63144 

James  Taylor 

1007  Swain 

Elmhurst  IL  60126 

Conrad  &  Helen  Ehlebracht 

1101  Olive  Rd. 

Homewood  IL  60430 

Douglas  Karlen 

1355  N.  Sandbier  Terr.  Apt.  2108 

Chicago  IL  60610 


Steven  &  Marilyn  Rogers 

8309  Bowling  Green  Dr. 

Austin  TX  78758 

Kim  &  Michelle  Pollock 
1111  Shadow  Wood  Dr. 
Downingtown  PA  19335 

Mary  Jane  Wolfe 

7650  Altgeld  Apt  401 

Elmwood  Park  IL  60635 

Glen  R.  Perez 

2020  N  Lincoln  Park  West 

Chicago  I L  606 14 


Mary  Jane  Neer 

37  Sunset  Dr. 

Sarasota  FL  34236 

Jack  &  Mary  Whitman 
3008  South  First  St. 
Champaign  IL  61821 

Carl  F.  Faust  JR 

1  Galen  Ave. 

River  Forrest  IL  60305 

Thomas  &  Louise  Jones 

1205  Theodore  Dr. 

Champaign  IL  61821 

John  Holliman  MD 

6409  North  Hillcrest 

Oklahoma  City  OK  73116 


Charles  &  Kay  Stenberg 

10  South  260  East  Hampshire 

Hinsdale  IL  60521 

Glen  &  Sylvia  Bellows 

210  Foster  Dr. 

Normal  IL  61761 

Anne  B.  Morgan  &  Saul  J.  Morse 

1701  Illini  Rd. 

Springfield  IL  62704 

Miles  O  Loughlin 

2705  Teckla  Blvd. 

Amarillo  TX  79106 

Glenwood  &  Marjorie  Perkins 

5  Espanola  Dr.  Spanish  Village 

Country  Club 

Leesburg  FL  34748 

John  &  Carolyn  Schwebel 

59  Hamilton  Ave. 

Leonardo  NJ  07737 


$1    -$49 

-  Friends 

$50- $99 

-  Patrons 

$100  + 

-  Benefactors 

SlGMA£tyXS 
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ALUMNI     BRIEFS 


Editor's  note. 


Thank  you  for  taking  the  time  to  send  in  your  responses,  photos,  and  newspaper  clippings  to  go  into  this  year's 
issue  of  Sigma  Signs.  We  received  an  overwhelming  number  of  ideas  and  opinions.  I  enjoyed  reading  them  all. 
I  would  also  like  to  thank  everyone  who  so  generously  sent  donations  to  help  publish  Sigma  Signs.  Without  your 
financial  help  Sigma  Signs  would  not  exist.  Regrettably  we  could  not  publish  all  your  responses.  But  I  do  hope 
all  of  you  will  continue  to  help  support  Sigma  Signs.  We  hope  you  enjoy  these  enlightening  comments. 


Glen  Bellows  &  Sylvia  (Dean) 

Bellows  1955-59  B.S.  Glen  is 
the  President  of  Buchanan, 
Bellows  and  Associates,  Ltd.,  a 
consulting  engineering  firm. 
Sylvia  teaches  voice  lessons 
and  piano  in  her  private  music 
studio. 

There  is  a  need  for  major  auto 
manufacturers  to  offer  reasonably- 
priced  wheelchair  lift  equipped 
vans.  Public  transportation  for 
wheelchair  users  is  minimal  in 
Bloomington-  Normal,  IL.  Apart- 
ments suitable  for  wheelchair 
occupants  are  also  limited  in  our 
town.  Compared  to  conditions 
fifteen  years  ago,  accessibility 
through!  the  U.S.  is  at  a  much 
higher  level.  But  there  is  still  a  need 
for  upgrading  facilities  at  many 
public  buildings  so  that  rcstrooms, 
water  fountains,  door  widths,  and 
ramp  slopes  meet  the  BOCA  code. 
Disabled  people  need  lo  challenge 
proprietors,  landlords,  and  trans- 


portation companies.  But  we  need 
to  be  reasonable  and  polite  in  doing 
so,  offering  positive  suggestions  for 
improvement,  not  just  complaints 
about  present  performance  In 
addition,  we  need  to  thank  those 
persons  who  do  provide  adequate 
facilities  and  services. 


Tom  Jones  1955  -'59  B.S.; 
1971  M.S.  &  Louise  Jones 
1957  -61  B.S. 

Tom  is  associate  director  of  the 
U  of  I  Division  of  Rehabilitation 
Education  Services. 
Louise  is  an  assistant  registrar 
in  the  U  of  I  Office  of  Admis- 
sions. 

There  is  just  no  comparison 
between  today  and  almost  fifty 
years  ago  when  we  look  at  the 
opportunities  available  to  persons 
with  disabilities  in  housing,  trans- 
portation and  the  job  market. 
When  I  became  a  paraplegic  in 
1943. 1  knew  of  no  organized  public 
transportation  for  those  who 
needed  wheelchair  lifts;  there  were 
no  laws  that  prevented  discrimina- 
tion against  persons  with  disabili- 
ties; and.  there  were  few.  if  am . 
community -wide  efforts  10  provide 
accessible  housing  and  other  public 


gathering  facilities.  Despite  the 
laws  and  the  efforts  of  mans 
citizens  with  disabilities,  attitudes 
are  difficult  to  change  There  still  is 
discrimination  and  negative 
attitudes  toward  the  disabled 
population  by  some  segment  of 
our  society.  We  continue  to  face  the 
long  struggle  for  total  acceptance 
and  I  encourage  each  of  you  to 
become  an  active  participant  in  the 
effort.  With  43  million  persons  with 
disabilities  in  this  country,  the 
battle  for  equal  rights  will  be  won  if 
we  all  do  our  pan. 


Donald  W.  SeifTerth  1951  .'55 

BSBA. 

Donald  is  a  retired  financial 
administrator  for  General 
Motors  Corp. 

The  current  laws  pertaining  to 
recipients  of  Social  Security 
Pivibilm  p.nments  eliminates  all 
incentive  for  productivity  and 
painfull  employment  of  the  M?vcrcN 
handicapped  Restructuring  of  the 
law  pertaining  to  'Faming  I  lmita- 
bons'  need*,  lo  be  adduced 
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Sharon  H.  Wilkin  1959  -'63 
B.A.;  1963  -65  M.ED. 

Sharon  is  Special  Assistant  to 
the  Chairman,  U.S.  Equal  Em- 
ployment Opportunity  Commis- 
sion. 

In  1990,  President  Bush  signed 
landmark  legislation,  The  Ameri- 
cans with  Disabilities  Act.  This 
statute  guarantees  rights  to  people 
with  disabilities  in  employment, 
public  accommodations,  transpor- 
tation, and  telephone  communica- 
tions. With  these  rights  come 
certain  responsibilities.  First,  it  is 
our  responsibility  to  know  what  our 
rights  are.  And  second,  as  students 
and  alumni  in  mainstream  America, 
take  advantage  of  new  opportuni- 
ties. We  were  rewarded  with  self- 
fulfillment,  economic  security,  and 
human  dignity. 


Glenwood  and  Marjorie 
Perkins  1951-'56  B.A. 

Glen  and  his  wife  are  both 
happily  retired  and  are  living  in 
sunny  Florida. 

I  am  encouraged  to  see  disabled 
people  become  more  visible  thru 
the  media.  There  seems  to  be  less 
"isn't  it  wonderful  that  these  poor, 
disabled  people  can  do"  and  more 
matter  of  fact  journalism.  They  are 
treating  us  like  real  folks  now.  As 
far  as  any  additional  comment,  I 
haven't  been  very  close  to  the  real 
world.  I'd  much  rather  pick  up  my 
fishing  pole  and  let  you  kids  take 
care  of  the  world's  problems-  I've 
been  there  so  "go  for  it." 


George  K.  Caddy  1956-'61 
B.S.;  M.S.  1972  Northern 
Illinois  University. 

George  runs  his  own  account- 
ing firm. 

There  have  been  physical  advances 


in  these  areas.  Additional  advances 
are  still  required  especially,  in  the 
areas  of  transportation  (public), 
insurance  bias  and  support  for 
severely  disabled  individuals. 
However,  the  real  issues  still 
involve  attitudinal  barriers.  We 
must  continue  the  progress  made  by 
both  the  able  bodied  and  disabled 
bodies  in  recognizing  that  we  are  all 
human  beings  that  just  happen  to 
have  or  not  have  certain  physical  or 
mental  limitations.  We  must 
continue  to  individually  and 
collectively  observe  and  destroy  the 
"culture  of  disability." 


Don  and  Gerry  Swift  1948-52 
B.S.-Accy. 

Presently  Retired 

Great  strides  are  evident  regarding 


the  above  but  one  area  that  should 
be  improved  upon  is  a  greater 
publicity  campaign  (and  not  just 
Champaign-Urbana)  about  the 
accomplishments  of  persons  with 
disabilities  nation-wide.  Emphasis 
regarding  what  people  are  doing  or 
have  done,  might  be  beneficial  in 
gaining  employment  opportunities 
for  those  in  need.  There  has  been 
good  "press"  locally  but  greater 
distribution  is  needed. 


Cheryl  Summers  Grosser 
&  Daughter  Dawn 


Paul  Aherns  1963-68  B.S. 

Paul  is  a  transformer  engineer 
with  the  Wisconsin  Electric 
Power  Company. 

Since  my  awarness  of  these  prob- 
lems was  heightened  some  thirty 
years  ago,  I  feel  the  advances  in  the 
opportunities  available  to  the 
disabled  have  been  truly  remark- 
able. A  substantial  part  of  the  credit 
for  these  advances  is  due  to  the  U 

SIGMA^^S 


of  I  Rehab  Center.  Much  of  the 
legislation  that  advanced  opportu- 
nities is  really  nothing  more  than 
eliminating  barriers  for  the  dis- 
abled. Without  the  barriers,  the  so- 
called  disabled  are  afforded  the  op- 
portunity to  use  their  God  given 
abilities.  This  is  nothing  more  than 
any  human  being,  gimp  or  AB,  is 
entitled  to  by  his/her  creator. 


Alice  Smith  Coleman  1969 
MSW. 

Alice  is  a  psychiatric  social 
work  supervisor  in  private  prac- 
tice. 

Advances  in  housing,  transporta- 
tion and  job  opportunities  have 
been  slow  but  steady.  There  is  a 
resistance  in  making  physical  plants 


(Continued  on  page  50) 


49 


ALUMNI     BRIEFS 

accessible,  partly  because  of  the 
expense.  Attitudes  toward  the 
disabled  community  have  made  the 
least  progress.  The  idea  of  main- 
streaming,  coupled  with  this  slowed 
down  acceptance  of  disabled 
persons,  is  the  greatest  challange  to 
us. 


Linda  Davidson  1966  -'67 
B.S. 

Linda  is  a  data  management 
specialist  employed  by  Dow 
Chemical  Company. 

There  are  many  difficult  issues  to 
be  resolved  in  housing,  transporta- 
tion, jobs,  attitudes  and  medical 
availability.  However,  looking  back 
over  the  years  since  IVe  graduated, 
we  have  made  tremendous  strides- 
many  apartments  arc  accessible, 
transportation  is  better,  accessible 
bathrooms  exist  in  public  places 
etc.  I  think  people  are  much  more 
aware  of  the  disabled  and  their 
needs  than  they  have  ever  been. 


Cheryl  Summers  Grosser 
1962  -'66  B.A.,  1967  M.A. 

Cheryl  is  an  English  professor 
at  Longview  Community  College 
in  Kansas  City,  MO.  She  says 
she  is  happily  divorced. 

Accessible  rental  housing  is  the 
most  significant  problem.  Another 
is  inaccessible  airplane  rcstrooms. 
What  do  other  alumnas  do? 


Miles  O'Loughlin  1966-70 
B.A.;  J.D.  1978  University  of 
Texas. 

Miles  is  the  owner  of  WO 
Energy,  Inc.,  an  oil  and  gas 
production  company.  In  Octo- 
ber, Miles  was  appointed  to  the 
Governor's  Committee  for 
disabled  persons  in  Amarillo. 
Texas. 

You've  hit  the  nail  right  on  the 
head!  The  key  issues  facing  people 
with  disabilities  are  those  same 
"bugaboos"  -  housing,  transporta- 
tion, and  employment  opportuni- 
ties, not  necessarily  in  that  order. 
The  purpose  of  the  ADA  marked 
the  single  most  important  event  in 
the  history  of  the  struggle  of 
persons  with  disabilities  for 
equality  as  human  beings.  In  turn 
the  Act  should  lead  to  increased  job 
opportunities  ,  better  transporta- 
tion and  housing.  I  urge  each  of 
you  to  read  and  comment  on  the 
proposed  regulations  which  will 
implement  each  section  of  the 
ADA,  when  and  as  they  are  prom- 
ulgated. 


Saul  J.  Morse  1965-69;  1972 
J.D. 

Saul  is  a  lawyer  and  Commis- 
sioner for  the  Illinois  Human 
Rights  Commission. 

While  advances  have  been  many  it 
would  seem  that  the  most  demand- 
ing and  existing  period  is  ahead. 
With  the  passage  of  the  ADA. 
many  will  be  forcibly  attended  to 
the  needs  of  the  disabled.  This  will 
open  up  man\  exciting  opportuni- 
ties    li  also  will  force  a  10  work 
harder  to  show  what  we've  felt  all 
along,  that  all  we  need  i^  a  chance 


Richard  W.  Kommers  1966- 
69B.A.  1969-73  J.D. 

Richard  is  a  lawyer  and  assis- 
tant District  Counsel  for  the 
U.S.  Army  Engineer  District. 

With  the  passage  of  the  Americans 
with  Disabilities  Act,  and  other 
related  pieces  of  legislation  over 
the  last  five  years,  the  country  has 
made  great  legal  strides  in  provid- 
ing disabled  persons  with  access  to 
housing,  transportation  and  job 
opportunities.  What  the  general 
population  needs  to  begin  to  do  is 
to  realize,  from  a  spiritual  stand- 
point, that  disabled  persons  have  a 
God-given  right  to  make  a  mean- 
ingful contribution  to  the  society  in 
which  they  live  and  to  engage  in 
activities  which  will  foster  the 
realization  of  such  a  contribution 
When  the  average  person  comes  to 
that  realization,  society  will  be 
ready  to  provide  the  ways  and 
means  for  disabled  Americans  to 
become  equal,  independent 
members  of  that  society,  and  to 
make  their  contributions  to  it 


William  Deloach  \<>t>2-'12 
B.\.:M.A.:  Ph.D.  English. 
University  of  Michigan. 

William  is  an  English  Professor 
at  Memphis  State  University. 

I  egislative  advances  seem  promis- 
ing   Adequate  lmplemcntaiion  of 
ADA  is  the  key  to  true  advance- 
ment. If  monies  are  not  appropri- 
ated lor  needed  modification^  and 
•unctions  are  not  enforced  for  non- 
compliance then  the  \D  A  will  be 
meaningless.  One  positive  note 
however  is  that  the  ADA  was 
passed  and  Mgncd  into  law 
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Holly  Mirell  (Nickeson) 
1968-73  B.S.,  Ed.M.,  Ph.D. 

Holly  is  a  Clinical  Psychologist 
at  Carle  Clinic. 

There  have  been  incredible  ad- 
vances in  housing,  transportation 
and  job  opportunities  for  the 
disabled  in  the  last  several  decades. 
In  my  opinion,  the  next  hurdle 
needs  to  be  in  the  area  of  insur- 
ance- medical  and  health.  People 
with  disabilities  face  major  prob- 
lems in  acquiring  coverage  unless 
they  are  part  of  a  group  policy.  As 
health  care  costs  rise,  problems  of 
coverage  are  apt  to  get  worse  with 
more  and  more  policies  eliminat- 
ing, or  limiting  coverage  of  neces- 
sary medical  equipment  like 
motorized  wheelchairs.  This  is 
definitely  an  area  which  needs  to  be 
addressed. 


Kay  Stenberg  1967  B.S.;  M.S. 
1979  George  Williams  Col- 
lege. 

Kay  has  a  managerial  position 
in  Human  Resources  for  Ar- 
gonne  National  Laboratory. 

There  are  still  significant  prejudices 
and  stereotypes  to  overcome. 
Technological  advances  have  been 
made  but  the  level  of  understanding 
by  the  public  and  integration  of 
disabled  persons  into  all  aspects  of 
society  still  lags.  Having  the 
opportunity  to  work  in  the  area  of 
employment,  I  have  the  opportu- 
nity to  see  the  ignorance  of  the 
employers  at  work.  Education  of 
the  public  minus  the  emotional 
appeals  or  the  solicitous  ap- 
proaches could  help  alleviate  some 
of  the  patronizing  attitudes  that 
exist. 
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Patricia  M.Price  Kulak  &  husband 


Douglas  M.  Karlen  1967-'71 
B.A.  J.D.  1974 

Douglas  is  an  attorney  at 
Chicago  Title  Insurance  Co. 

I  am  constantly  amazed  by  techno- 
logical advances  that  lead  to  prod- 
ucts that  can  assist  persons,  like 
myself,  with  low  vision  to  cope  with 
work  and  home  life.  This  "aware- 
ness" on  the  technical  side  has  not 
yet  made  its  way  to  the  managerial 
side  so  that  there  is  still  a  long  way 
to  go  in  the  work  place.  With  new 
federal  laws  in  place,  however,  I 
look  forward  to  increasing  opportu- 
nities for  disabled  persons  coming 
into  the  job  market  in  the  near 
future.  I  believe  that  the  future 
"bosses"  of  the  world,  are  now 
being  trained  in  our  business 
schools,  will  be  sensitive  to  the 
need  to  address  special  needs  of 
disabled  workers.  Also,  I  anticipate 
more  persons  with  disabilities 
becoming  "bosses"  in  the  future. 
Thus  more  barriers  will  fall. 


Glen  R.  Perez  1979  B.S. 

Glen  is  a  systems  analyst  for 
Ameritech  Services  Inc. 

The  recent  purchase  of  wheelchair 
lift  equipped  buses  by  the  Chicago 
Transit  Authority  is  an  obscene 
waste  of  taxpayer's  money.  The 
very  limited  benefit  is  in  no  way 
justified  considering  the  cost  and 
inconvenience  to  passengers. 


Mary  Wolfe  1974  B.S. 

Mary  is  editor  of  mathematics 
textbooks  at  Scott,  Foreman 
Publishers. 

"We've  come  a  long  way  baby!" 
when  you  compare  life  in  the  U.S. 
today  with  that  of  other  parts  of  the 
world  and  with  American  life 
earlier  this  century.  About  the  time 
I  think  everyone  is  fairly  educated 
about  people  with  disabilities  I  take 
a  business  trip  (usually  alone)  and 
inevitably  have  to  deal  with  igno- 
rance once  again. 


(Continued  on  page  52) 


SlGMAStyVS 


51 


ALUMNI     BRIEFS 


Jim  Gallo  1984  B.S.  Accty. 

Jim  is  self  employed  as  a  Man- 
agement Consultant/CPA 

Although  advancements  have  been 
made  in  housing  and  access  to  pub- 
lic buildings  in  the  last  ten  years, 
access  in  public  transportation, 
especially  in  the  Chicago  and 
suburban  trains  and  buses,  is  sorely 
lacking.  This  translates  into  a  high 
unemployment  rate  (50%)  among 
Chicago's  disabled  community. 
With  the  ADA  of  1990,  this 
problem  should  start  to  be  re- 
solved. However,  most  of  the  trans- 
portation guidelines  in  the  ADA 
don't  kick  in  for  five  years  or  more. 


Kimberly  Ann  Gewerth  1988- 
'90  B.S.;  M.S. 

Kimberly  is  an  Independent 
Living  Skills  Specialist  at 
Progress  Center  for  Independ- 
ent Living. 

As  an  individual  working  in  the 
field  of  independent  living,  I  am  in 
touch  with  issues  which  face 
persons  with  disabilities  on  a  daily 
basis.  Over  the  past  few  years, 
services  for  persons  with  disabilities 
have  improved  quite  a  bit  (i.e., 
access  to  transportation  via  fixed 
route  buses  and  paratransit  serv- 
ices). In  spite  of  such  progress 
made  which  I  have  mentioned  I  do 
believe  that  there  is  always  more 
room  for  growth.  With  the  passing 
of  the  ADA  this  past  year,  services 
should  improve  considerably 
regarding  issues  such  as  employ- 
ment, transportation,  and  housing. 
Our  next  step  as  professionals  in 
the  field  of  independent  living  is  to 
increase  the  availability  of  personal 
assistants  by  trying  to  raise  the 
wages  that  they  receive  from  the 
government. 


Miles  O  I/iughlin 


The  Feltes  famil)  -  Richard  A  \nita 
Michael  -  Ke>in  -  "sharon 


Saul ,).  Morse  &  Anne  Morgan 
with  John  and  Klizabeth 


Marihn  Roczulak  Rogers  X  Stoe  Rand>  X  Jule  segnrr  »ith  Jessica 
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Be  ALERT! 


WARE  OF: 

EGISLATION  &  LEISURE  ACTIVITIES 
DUCATION  &  EMPLOYMENT 
ESEARCH  &  RECREATION 
RANSPORTATION  &  TOURNAMENTS 


when  you  subscribe  to  Paraplegia  News 
and  Sports  'n  Spokes  magazines. 


Each  month  PN  brings 
you  up-to-date  news 
on  the  latest  in  SCI 
health  care,  research, 
employment,  and 
products.  Make  a 
point  of  being 
informed  about 
legislation, 
transportation, 
and  other  important  issues  that  affect 
your  life. 


S'NS  provides  bimonthly 
coverage  of  the  latest 
wheelchair  sporting 
events  and  recreational 
activities.  Whether 
you're  into 
marathoning, 
sailing,  tennis, 
or  sit-skiing, 
S'NS  keeps 
you  alert  with  timely  and  informative 
articles. 


Stay  ALERT!  Complete  and  return  the  form  below  as  soon  as 
possible.  We'll  start  your  subscription  immediately! 


L 


D  Paraplegia  News 

1  year  (12  issues)  for  $12. 

□  Sports  'n  Spokes 

1  year  (6  issues)  for  $9. 

□  Payment  enclosed 

□  Bill  me 

Foreign  subscriptions, 
including  Canada  and  Mexico: 
PN  —  $20  /  S'NS  -  $14 
(US  funds  drawn  on  a 
US  bank  only) 


Name 


Organization 

Street/P.O.  Box. 
City 


State/Province. 


Zip/ Postal  Code. 


Please  allow  4-6  weeks  for  delivery  of  your  first  issue  (foreign  orders  10-12  weeks.) 

Send  to:  PVA  PUBLICATIONS 

5201  North  19th  Avenue,  Suite  111 
Phoenix,  AZ  85015 
Phone  (602)  246-9426 
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Supporting  Your  Outstanding  Efforts  in  Promoting 
The  Disabled  In  Their  Abilities  and  Potentials 


Graduation  is  one  of  Life's  High  Moments! 

A  graduate  in  front  of  the  Alma  Mater  statue  on  campus 
at  the  University  of  Illinois. 

7#T  COLLEGIATE  CAP  &  GOWN 

DIVISION  OF  HERFF  JONES     ' 

Champaign,  IL  61820        !(>(>(>  n  Maikel  St. 
Long  Island  City,  NY  1 1101     VanNuys,CA91406    Oklahoma  City,  OK  73106 


GRADUATION  CAPS  &  GOWNS 


ACADEMIC  APPAREL 


CHOIR  ROBES 


